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The Rich Man & Lazarus 


rich man died and 
was buried in Hades 
and he begged: 
Warn my brothers of this 
place of torment. 


Abraham said: They have 


_ they will not be convinced if 
' someone should rise from 
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NovEMBER Is CHarittry MontTH 


“Show me your faith apart from your works and 
I by my works will show you my faith . =. For as 
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith 
apart from works is dead.’’ James 2315540 


ne of the TV commercials runs like this: 
O “Same ol’, Same ol’, Same ol’ thing!” It sug- 

gests that surely a monotony must set into our 
lives if we only use the same product, over and over. 
The purpose of the commercial is to get us to try a 
“NEW” product, the one advertised as THE product 
which is theirs, of course. 

I wonder if we don’t often hear that or a similar re- 
frain skip through our brains when we hear that the 
Church is taking a special collection, ‘“‘again.’’ Many 
tend to ““tune out” the reality of the need by recalling 
that, ‘‘Oh, no! Again!? This is the same ol’ request 
as last year!” 

Of course it is! But it is also a ‘‘NEW”’ request. It 
is a fresh opportunity this year to offer thanks to God 
for all of his blessings on us. It is the ‘‘same’’ in that 
needs always will exist; it is different in the fact of those 
who will receive the benefits of our offerings will be new 
and in the possibility given us to show our love for God 
and neighbor. 

This ‘‘Oh, no, not again!?’’ refrain may even run 
through our minds whether the collection is on a par- 
ish level, a Diocesan level or one which represents the 
good of the Church in America. Saint James reminds 
us, though, that our faith is revealed by our actions, 
and as much as we love God, we demonstrate it by our 
charity toward others. 

The Church and her faithful in North America is 
blessed beyond other Churches and peoples. While we 
know that ““times are hard,” it is also true that we need 
to give whatever we can; but, we must give back to 
God what he has bestowed on us. From whatever our 
possibilities are, there IS something which needs to be 
shared with others. 
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At this time, we are speaking of real currency ana 
not of time or talents. Others will work in our behalf 
but we need to provide the ‘‘seed.’’ The limited offer 
ing of the widow, as told to us by our Lord in the Gos 
pel, was pleasing to God, for it was offered from a grate¢ 
ful heart. If we feel gratitude toward God, our heart 
will respond; and, who can say that we owe nothin) 
to our Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier? 

It would be a good thing to start to teach our chik 
dren their responsibility toward the Church by givin 
them some chore to do at home with the intention thag 
the ‘‘pay’’ they will receive is to go to this Charity cob 
lection. ““The way the twig is bent, so grows the tree!’ 

Throughout North America, during the month c¢ 
November, the Dioceses of the Orthodox Church wi 
take special collections for the immense charitable work! 
which the Church undertakes in the name of our Lor 
Jesus Christ. 

Each Bishop will appeal to the generosity of his faith 
ful for a heart-sent offering as a token of thanks to t 
Almighty God for all of the blessings bestowed on us 
The sum of these collections will be the gift of Orthe 
dox Americans to the Lord, showing their faith througg 
their generous offerings. 

Each parish priest will preach on this Christia 
responsibility. The parish will take up the collectior 
and it will represent in a very tangible way the FAITI 
of that community. It is not just a dollar amount tha 
is important, but that everyone makes some offeri 
to the Lord. 

Where does this money go? Let's look at a few c 
the fixed areas of concern. *(Office of Special Appeal: 
. 53% Eastern European Humanitarian Aid 
. 17% Medical Aid 
. 12% Emergency Interventions 
. 11% Unpensioned Clergy & Widowed Clergy 

Wives 
5. 7% Social Services 


m Oh = 


Cont. on page! 


SOLIA NOVEMBER 19% 


To Tue Crency Or Tue 
OrtTHODOXx CHURCH 
ÎN AMERICA 


Dear Reverend Fathers, 


In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Christ is in our midst! 


Charged with maintaining the good estate of the 
Church, and ““rightly dividing the word of truth,’’ it 
is our responsibility, as bishops, to uphold the purity 
of the Gospel of Christ. The Church, like Christ, is 
compassionate, while maintaining the fullness of the 
truth. We must constantly remember our call to present 
Christ, to be like Him, to be faithful to Him and to 
His call to us. We are clearly guided by the Apostle 
Paul’s directions to Timothy and Titus. Above all, we 
remember his exhortation to ‘‘set the believers an ex- 


"ample in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in pu- 


rity”” (I Tim 4:12). This has always been the Church’s 
standard. © 


One of the main concerns, as archpastors, is the wel- 


fare of our clergy. We acknowledge that their life is 


more complicated than in the past. There is increas- 
ing pressure in the area of more complex pastoral and 
administrative responsibility. It is more difficult to dis- 
cern how one’s example will be understood. The minis- 
try of a priest or deacon has many aspects, increasing- 
ly so in this society. There are new areas in which one 
may be attacked by temptation, litigation, legislation, 
etc. It is now very difficult to discern and maintain the 
delicate balance of being husband, father, and pastor 
— being in the world but not of it, and maintaining 
Orthodox Christian spiritual values amid the pressures 
and constant changes of modern secular society. 


We cannot help noticing these increases in conflicts 
in maintaining a priestly life, and the current intense 
marital, financial, psychological, and spiritual stress. 
We now often face experiences, previously rare, of the 
breakdown of clergy marriages. We see that some clergy 
become more affected than others by values of secular 
society and even consider divorce and remarriage as 
possible and acceptable options. ‘The pressure continues 
to increase on the whole Church to yield to the cur- 
rents of the secular world, rather than to fulfill her tradi- 
tional mission of shaping society in accordance with the 
Gospel. It is as if the Church should be conformed to 
the values of the world (cf Rom 12:2), rather than ““bap- 
tize all nations in the name of the Father and of the 


Son and of the Holy Spirit’? (Matt 28:19). 


We are deeply concerned that we support, protect, 
and uphold the integrity of priestly marriage, in ac- 
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cordance with Tradition, as expressed in Scripture and 
the Holy Canons. When we consider the various par- 
ticular petitions which come to us, it is this fundamen- 
tal principle which alone guides us. It is our responsi- 
bility to arrive at conclusions which are for the good 
of the entire Body of Christ, looking beyond the emo- 
tional content of specific cases. Failure to uphold ca- 
nonical tradition distorts the theology of the priesthood 
and marriage, and undermines pastoral and spiritual 
relationships. It also betrays the integrity of the Gos- 
pel and leads the People of God astray. 

We confirm our adherence to the traditional prac- 
tice of the Church based on Holy Scripture and the 
Canons concerning the principle of one marriage for 
the continued exercise of priestly ministry. 

It is in a spirit of compassion and not one of judg- 
ment that we now reiterate the Tradition of the whole 
Church, bearing witness to the Truth for those who 
stand confused. We call on the Clergy and the pious 
Faithful likewise to bear witness with us to the integri- 
ty of our Holy Orthodox Faith. 

With love in Christ, % 

The HOLY SYNOD of the 
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA 
GREAT LENT 1992 


CHARITY 


Cont. from page 2 

This year, we are aiming at $200,000.00, an increase 
of $50,000 from the 1992 collection, and the amount 
which the Church hopes it can give to the newly- 
established IOCC, INTERNATIONAL ORTHO- 
DOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES. This new organi- 
zation is an indication of an expansion in inter- 
Orthodox communication and collaboration, and we 
need to be a part of it. 

The collections should be held over the three con- 
secutive Sundays, November 15, 22, and 29. Checks 
should be made out to the OCA CHARITY COL- 
LECTION and sent to the Episcopate Office to be 
forwarded to New York. 

Dearly Beloved, please respond to this year’s appeal 
with preparation for the collection. Start now to antici- 
pate it and know before the collection plate comes what 
your gift will be. Let’s not leave to chance what should 
be a deliberate decision. Let’s not think of this Chris- 
tian duty as being the ‘‘Same ol’thing!’’ There is no 
monotony in serving the Lord — there is only more 
intense love and gratitude. 

Before you make up your heart, please read the 
poem, HUNGRY, by Nichifor Crainic which is found 
in this issue of SOLIA. «8 

ÎNATHANIEL, Bishop 
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POEMS FROM 
COMMUNIST PRISONS II 


HUNGRY 


By Nichifor Crainic 


If ever I was a cluster of grapes, 
today I am residue left by the press. 
Into the fathomless hunger in me 
pour some drop of juice. 


I feel how my body is melting away, 
a soup of amaranth would warm it. 
If touched by a blade of grass 

in a flash I'd be green. 


At least let my phantom arm 
pick an apple from a tree. 

It will fill my mouth with aroma 
and I would truly live. 


In the country of sheep folds and bread 
I dream of mushroom soup. 

Let me shelter with the dogs 

near the heaven of a bowl of terci.* 


On the depth of my hunger 
blind deserts open up. 

When the last spoonful is eaten 
I drop over my bowl and spoon. 


O God, You Who 

out of two fishes and five loaves 
made mountains of food 

and satisfied thousands of poor. 


Repeat the miracle, O Good One, 
and satisfy thousands of mouths. 
Listen also to my prayer, 

Give me the basket of crumbs. 


Hunger (apart from other forms — tortures, beat- 
ings, etc.) was and probably still is perhaps the No. 
1 torture all political prisoners had to suffer. They 
received three starvation meals a day: A small portion 
of bread and a thin gruel in the morning called ‘‘ter- 
ci.’’? At noon and in the evening they were served a 
slop with a few cabbage leaves or a handful of cereal. 
Once a week they were given so called meat, consist- 
ing of unwashed entrails, all but impossible to swal- 
low. Hunger became an obsession, gave them halluci- 
nations; it was a specter that haunted them by day and 
by night — never letting go. 

*A thin gruel often given to dogs. & 
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FATHER THOMAS HOPKO 
APPOINTED DEAN 


Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary £ 

a specially convened meeting of the Board c 
Trustees on September 14, 1992. An internationalll 
recognized Orthodox theologian and scholar, Fr. Hoy 
ko succeeds the late Fr. John Meyendorff as dean c 
the 54-year-old school. 

Born in Endicott, NY in 1939, Fr. Hopko gradua 
ed from Fordham University in 1960 with a Bachelc 
of Arts degree in Russian Studies and received the Ma: 
ter of Divinity degree in 1963 from St. Vladimir’s Sem: 
nary. He also earned an M.A. in Philosophy from Dv 
quesne University and a Ph.D. in Theology from Fore 
ham University in 1982. 

Ordained to the holy priesthood in August 1963, F 
has been attached to Three Hierarchs Chapel at S$ 
Vladimir’s Seminary since 1984. 

A member of the faculty of St. Vladimir’s Seminar 
for almost twenty-five years, Fr. Hopko has held pos 
tions as lecturer in Doctrine and Pastoral Theolo 
Assistant Professor of Dogmatic Theology, Associa 
Professor and full Professor in 1991. 

In addition, he has held joint appointments at Dv 
quesne University, Pittsburgh, PA; Columbia Unive 
sity, New York, NY; at Fordham University, Ne 
York, NY, and at Drew University in Madison, Ne 
Jersey. 

He was a member of the Faith and Order Commi 
sion of the World Council of Churches from 1975-199 
and a delegate to the World Council of Churches A 
semblies in Uppsala, Sweden (1968) and Nairobi, Ker 
ya (1974). Fr. Hopko is current Vice President of tk 
Orthodox Theological Society in America. 

The author of numerous books, Fr. Hopko’s pub! 
cation, The Orthodox Faith: An Elementary Hane 
book on the Orthodox Church, has been translate 
into Russian, French, Arabic, Serbian, Spanish, Fim 
ish, Swedish, Dutch and Japanese, and is used as am 
jor resource on the foundations of the Orthodd 
faith. % 


F r. Thomas Hopko was appointed dean of St 
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17TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OrtTHODOx BROTHERHOOD OF CANADA 


Brotherhood of Canada (OBC) was held in the 
communities of Lennard, Manitoba and Mac- 
Nutt, Saskatchewan. 

Saturday, October 3rd was a sunny, beautiful day. 
As we drove to the church, we saw many combines in 
the fields. This was one of the few nice days this har- 
vest season, so the farmers were taking advantage of 
the weather. 

Forty-five members of the Orthodox Brotherhood 
gathered at 11:00 at St. Elijah Romanian Orthodox 
Church. The annual conference was opened with a 
| prayer by Bishop Nathaniel. President Thrisia Pana 
called the meeting to order. 

Father Joseph MacLellan, who has been serving St. 
Elijah parish on a temporary basis, welcomed every- 
one to the parish and spoke of the good works of the 

Brotherhood. 

Very Reverend Father Nicolae Marioncu, Dean of 
Canada, extended best wishes to the membership. 

The Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada is an auxiliary 
| of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate, and as such, 
we were very pleased to have with us Bishop Nathaniel. 
He expressed his pleasure in being able to attend and 
brought greetings from the other auxiliaries of the Epis- 
| copate. 

In her report, Thrisia thanked all who had assisted 
her in the past year. A goal for 92/93 is an increase 
| in membership of five people per parish. She stated that 
she would like to see the Brotherhood plan a major re- 
treat for 1992/93. 

Father Joseph McLellan, spiritual advisor, report- 
ed that he gave a retreat in January, and when possi- 
ble, had something for the newsletter. At every meet- 
ing, he gives a 20 to 30 minute talk. 

Treasurer Gloria Buchanan gave the financial report. 
The auditors found the books in good order. 

Highlights from the meeting were: a poster will be 
sent to all parishes with information about the Brother- 
hood; Father Marioncu, while visiting parishes in Can- 
ada, will let them know about the OBC; a major re- 
treat will be held in late October, early November, 
1993. Bishop Nathaniel will be in attendance. A lapel 
pin will be made; a scholarship for Orthodox students 
' will be given, dates for the 18th Annual Conference 
were set to be held at the Orthodox Christian Centre; 
and an annual budget of $21,070 was passed. This is 
in addition to the support we give to Camp Qu’Ap- 
pelle and assisting children to attend Vatra camp. 

As always, the Ladies Auxiliary at St. Elijah prepared 
wonderful meals. 


T he 17th Annual Conference of the Orthodox 
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After lunch, we went outside to enjoy the beautiful 
weather and tour the old church which has been 
declared a provincial heritage site. A group photo was 
taken in front of both churches. 

In the afternoon, a workshop on stewardship, facili- 
tated by Dr. Eleanor Bujea, was presented. 

Mrs. Bill Burla, on behalf of the president of the par- 
ish council, greeted the Bishop to St. Elijah with bread 
and salt. Vespers and a parastas for deceased Brother- 
hood members was held. Everyone sang, and our 
praises to the Lord were heard outside. Bishop 
Nathaniel gave the sermon and spoke of the importance 
of parents and grandparents to lead a good and holy 
life, because children are watching and emulate their 
behavior. 

After dinner, everyone shared information about 
themselves with toilet tissue. There was much laugh- 
ter and everyone got to know each other a bit better. 
Alex Holovach showed a video of a wedding he attended 
while visiting in Romania. 

Sunday, October 4th was another beautiful day. En- 
route to Holy Trinity at MacNutt, we noticed the crops 
and how the previous weekend, there had been snow 
and how the weight of the snow had bent the crops. 
Again, we saw the combines in the field taking advan- 
tage of the weather. 

Clergy who served at the Hierarchical Liturgy were 
the Very Reverend Father Martinian, Very Reverend 
Father Marioncu and Reverend Fathers MacLellan and 
Turcoane. The Bishop’s homily was that we must al- 
ways remember that we are made of the earth and that 
we return to the earth. Father Joseph thanked His 
Grace for being with us and stated that 99 % of the con- 
gregation were attentively listening to his sermon. A 
little girl had fallen asleep — her faith was strong 
enough. 

After Holy Liturgy, a Service of Thanksgiving was 
celebrated, thanking God for the weather and asking 
for the continuation of it so the crops could be harvest- 
ed. 

The Festive Banquet was catered by the Ladies Aux- 
iliary of Holy Trinity, and the food was excellent. 

President of Holy Trinity Parish Council, Rodney 
Flunder, welcomed Bishop Nathaniel, visiting clergy, 
Brotherhood members and others who were there. 

President Thrisia Pana then presented a check to the 
Orthodox Christian Centre and a check to Bishop 
Nathaniel for the Vatra Capital Improvement fund. 

Very Reverend Archimandrite Martinian was the 
first speaker, and he spoke of the hard work and com- 

Cont. on page 15 
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Camp REUNION '92 
C amp Reunion '92 at Fort Qu’ Appelle has come 


and gone. The weather did not cooperate (it was 

cold and rainy), but the mosquitoes did (there 
were none). There was definitely no one complaining 
that it was too hot to move. 

His Grace, Bishop Nathaniel, arrived early Friday 
morning, and after an exhausting round of meetings 
made himself available for the reunion. Friday began 
with drizzle and clouds and ended with a resounding 
thunder storm. Our small group of participants hud- 
dled together in the warmth of the newly-renovated hall 
for an early supper of borscht and buns, followed by 
registration and a reception of more mouth-watering 
treats prepared by Connie Paranuik and Flora Richen- 
berg. Throughout the evening those in attendance 
reminisced about the beginning of the camps in 1961 
at Shell Valley to its present location at Fort Qu’Ap- 
pelle. 

Saturday began with breakfast prepared by Bill Mur- 
ray, Gordon Crossman, Bob Buchanan and Fr. Dan 
Nenson. Because of the weather, golfing, swimming 
and lying on the beach were cancelled. However, the 
Town of Fort Qu’Appelle cooperated by staging the 
largest garage sale in Saskatchewan. Businesses, pri- 
vate homes, churches and schools all joined together 
to offer many bargains to those willing to brave the wind 
and drizzle to go hunting for them. 

After lunch, tours were taken of the Indian Co-op, 
which features authentic, handmade native articles; the 
world-famous Hanson-Ross Pottery Shop; the Fort 
Museum which features artifacts from the early settlers 
and the Hudson Bay Trading Post; the Stations of the 
Cross church on a hill overlooking Lebret, a small re- 
sort community just east of Fort Qu’Appelle, which 
was built by a missionary priest in 1855; the Indian 
School and cathedral in the Village of Lebret; and Mis- 
sion Lake Art Gallery and Antiques. Other less hardy 
souls decided to stay at the Centre to visit and keep 
warm. 

Saturday evening began with vespers and confes- 
sions, followed by a steak barbecue and all the trim- 
mings sponsored by the Orthodox Brotherhood of Can- 
ada. Following supper, Nick Costea and his band en- 
tertained us with dance music. 

Sunday began with Holy Liturgy officiated by His 
Grace, Bishop Nathaniel, who was assisted by our 
Dean, Fr. Nicolae Marioncu, Arch. Fr. Martinian 
Ivanovici, Frs. C. Turcoane and D. Nenson. Choir 
responses were led by Chester Holovach and his choir. 
Visitors were in attendance from Regina, Assiniboia, 
Lennard, MacNutt, Shell Valley, Canora, Dysart and 
Weyburn. A short memorial service was held in mem- 
ory of Fr. Martinian’s parents, and his great-nephew, 
Michael Paranuik. 
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In keeping with a family reunion, His Grace spoke 
on the power, love and great intimacy of praying to» 
gether as a family. When we get to the point of being 
able to do so without any sense of feeling uncomforta1 
ble, of wondering what others might think, he stated J 
we will have attained an enviable plateau in our spiritu 
lives. 

Following the Divine Liturgy, those in attendance 
moved down the hill from the chapel to participate in 
the dedication and blessing of the Holy Martyr St. Mar-+ 
tinian Hall. 

The Sunday banquet, again sponsored by the Or+ 
thodox Brotherhood, was served to a capacity crowc 
in the newly dedicated Hall. With our hunger satiss 
fied, the official program of appreciation to Fr. Mar: 
tinian began. 

All those who came to honor him spoke of his dedi 
cation, his love of God, and his great desire to providd 
a place for our children and grandchildren to be abl 
to come to learn more about Orthodoxy and the Faith 
of Our Fathers. 

As each presentation was made, Fr. Martinian’s lif 
was traced from his beginnings in Romania, to his en 
try into the monastery, his time spent in France, his 
arrival in Montreal, then Western Canada, and final 
ly to where he is today, Fort Qu’Appelle. 

To commemorate his entry into the monastery, loar 
Petrescue, a renowned three-dimensional artist origi 
nally from Romania, now residing in Regina, presentec 
Fr. Martinian with a replica of the monastery 
Cernăuţi in Romania. Father's niece, Constanzz 
Ivanovici Paranuik recalled his life in Romania, his time 
spent in France, and Eastern and Western Canada. F 
Dan Nenson presented Fr. Martinian with a portrai 
he had done of Father and a painting of the Orthodo» 
Christian Centre at Fort Qu’ Appelle as it looks today; 
As His Grace remarked, Fr. Martinian was pleasee 
with all the accolades, but seemed to treasure the ren: 
dition of the Centre most of all. This is the culmin 
tion of over 50 years of dedication to God and the O 
thodox faith. 

Greetings and best wishes were extended by St 
Nicholas Church, Regina; St. George Church, Dysa 
St. George Cathedral, Regina; the rural parishes 
Manitoba; St. Mary’s Church, Calgary; the Orthodo 
Brotherhood of Canada; and some very special frien 
from Helmsing Funeral Chapel in Regina who are a 
ways so very supportive of Fr. Martinian and the Or 
thodox churches in our community. 

Several first-time campers from 1961 were i 
troduced, as were some of their children who attendee 
camp some 20 years later. With the list of nearly 30! 
names generated at the beginning of reunion prepar 
tions, this in itself is an indication that the camps ar 
used, needed and well appreciated. We are now b 

Cont. on page I. 
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FROM THE ARFORA 


PRESIDENT’S DESK 
1 t's October — I last looked at the calendar and 


it was August — does that mean that winter isn’t 

far behind? 
Congratulations to AROY for having the wisdom 
to elect Emily Lipovan as their president for the com- 


VATRA CHIMNEYS 
RESTORED 


: A mă 
One of the buildings situated at the Vatra which at- 
tracts many comments is that in which are located the 
Diocesan Offices, the Diocesan Staff and which is the 
official Residence of the Bishop. It boasts of five fire- 
places (vetrei), which although functional, are no longer 
used. Along with their chimneys, the fireplaces recall 
past era and hold a certain charm with their various 
acades and mantles located in the various main rooms. 
For the past decade, the Vatra Staff has been seek- 
ing experts knowledgeable in the area of chimney 
repairs and who would be willing to tackle OUR job. 
Recently, through Mr. Gary Danis, a past-president 
of AROY, a company which specializes in restoring 
period homes was contacted. Although not part of this 
year’s anticipated Vatra Maintenance budget, it was 
found necessary for the sake of safety to restore, re- 
pair and cap the five chimneys. The ten foot high struc- 
tures demanded eight long workdays with three laborers 
to put them in safe order. The cost of the work is 
$5,000.00. 
At the same time, the chimney on the ARFORA 
House was repaired, which will allow for future heat- 
ing. National ARFORA has underwritten the 


$2,000.00 cost. & 
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ing year. She is bright, capable, and best of all, it’s 
a female who is the leader — what else can you ask for. 

One thing that is readily apparent when attending 
an AROY Convention is the number of young people 
we have in our midst in the Diocese. They all come 
together because of their common bonds — they are 
leaders of the future. What a comforting thought to keep 
in mind. 

Speaking of elections, November can’t come fast 
enought to suit me. ‘‘Family values’’ is the key word 
in the campaigning. It’s on TV, in the newspapers, 
on the radio, reaching ad nauseum level. However, if 
everyone is so into “family values,’’ then why are they 
constantly bashing each other’s spouses, families, etc. ? 
Talk about confusing — do we ‘‘do as they do” or ‘‘do 
as they say?’’ 

Of course, the alternatives to our elections are not 
terribly appealing. Our constitution and the founders 
of our country made sure that we had freedom of ex- 
pression — would we have it any other way? 

Thank God, ’'m an American. 

Till next time — 

Pauline Trutza 


DEADLINE: 
DECEMBER ISSUE 


November 11 


SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR WOMEN 


For the ninth consecutive year, we offer a One 
Thousand Dollar Scholarship for women in 
post graduate studies. 

This scholarship is sponsored by ARFORA with 
equal funds from the Martha Gavrila Memori- 
al Trust Fund administered by the Episcopate 
and ARFORA. One scholarship in the amount 
of $1,000 is awarded annually. 

Applicants must be a member of a parish un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate of America for at least one year. 

Those interested may obtain applications by 
writing to: Martha Gavrila — ARFORA 
Scholarship Committee, c/o The Romanian Or- 
thodox Episcopate of America, P.O. Box 309, 
Grass Lake, MI 49240-0309. 

NOTE: COMPLETED APPLICATIONS 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 30, 


1993. & 


ABOVE ALL, 


We Must Pray! 


he definition of prayer which we most common- 
i ly hear is that of St. Gregory of Nyssa: ““a con- 


versation with God.” St. John Chrysostom 
commented, ‘‘We truly speak with God at the time of 
prayer.”’ 

Prayer is important to us, because God listens to our 
prayers. The Lord said: “Truly, truly, I say unto you, 
if you ask anything of the Father, he will give it to you 
in my name . . . ask, and you will receive that your 
joy may be full’’ (John 16:23-24). 

A Parable 

When Our Lord was asked about the importance of 
prayer, He told The Parable of the Widow and the 
Judge (Luke 18:1-8). 

In a certain town there was a judge who nei- 
ther feared God nor respected man. And there was 
a widow in that same town who kept coming to 
him and pleading for her rights, saying: ‘Help me 
against my opponent!’ 

For a long time the judge refused to act, but 
at last he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or respect man, yet because of all the 
trouble this widow is giving me, I will see to it 
that she gets her rights. If I don’t, she will keep 
on coming and finally wear me out!’ 

Then the Lord explained: ‘Listen to what that 
corrupt judge said. Now will God not judge in 
favor of his own people who cry to him day and 
night for help? Will he be slow to help them? I 
tell you, he will judge in their favor and do it 
quickly. But will the Son of Man find faith on 
earth when he comes?’ 

This parable reminds us of the American saying, 
““The squeaky wheel gets the grease.’’ In Romanian 
we say ‘‘The lamb that cries nurses from two ewes.’ 
These modern language sayings can be used to help 
explain the meaning of this parable and show the im- 
portance of prayer for our needs on this earth. 

Two Sides of Prayer 

Very often it is said that there are two kinds of pray- 
er: the private prayer and the corporate prayer. This 
is an erroneous way to look at prayer, for it divides 
prayer. We Orthodox believe that the so-called two 
kinds of prayer are truly two sides of prayer. 

There is the private side of prayer during which 
we are called to talk personally to God. The Lord said: 
“.... . when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you’’ (Matthew 
5:6). Immediately after that (in verses 9-13), He taught 
us the Lord’s Prayer. 
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There is also the corporate side of prayer, the prayer 
which we offer to God in the church or together with 
other people. The Psalmist said: “How lovely is your 
tabernacle, O Lord of Hosts. . . My heart and my flesh 


cry out for the living God. . . Blessed are those who 
dwell in your house; they will still be praising you”’ 
(Ps..84:1-4), 


There are people who insist that the most important 
type of prayer is the private one. Their conviction comes 
from the belief that salvation is a private matter be- 
tween the individual and God. 

They support their conviction by quoting the words 
of the Lord, who said: ‘‘When you pray, you must not 
be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they - 
might be seen by man. . .” (Matthew 5:5). They also | 
point to the many times that our Lord took time off! 
from his ministry among man, found a solitary place, 
and prayed. 

There are others who insist that the liturgical or cor- : 
porate prayer is the most important, and that you ful- - 
fill your obligation to pray by participating at the Di- 
vine Liturgy every Sunday morning. They base their : 
argument on the fact that the Lord prayed in the syn- - 
agogue, prayed together with his disciples, and said that! 
‘‘Whenever two or more are gathered together in my’ 
name, I will be in the midst of them.’’ 

Which one is better? 

The truth is that both types of prayer are very im-- 
portant, and that they should be combined. One with- - 
out the other is not complete, and thus not sufficient 
for the salvation of our souls. It is important to pray 
in your house, but it is equally important to pray in 
the House of God, his church, with his people and his 
angels. The perfect example of complete prayer is our 
Lord himself, who prayed alone in solitary places but 
also with his disciples and with the people, in the tem- 
ple and elsewhere. 

Therefore, let us approach God not with two differ- 
ent kinds of prayer, but only with the one prayer which 
has two sides, for both are equally important for our 
salvation. But let us remember that no matter where 
we are, the most important thing is that we pray. 
As St. John Chrysostom said, ‘‘What water and sun; 
are to the body, prayer is to the soul.” 28 

Fr. Cornel Todeas 


REMEMBER? 


Many of our readers remember Joanne Bock wh 
lived among the Romanian community working on spe- 
cial projects which had to do with our traditions an 
culture. She is presently teaching art history and oth- 
er related subjects at Ft. Levi College, Durango, 
Colorado. If you wish to write, she might be glad t 
hear from you! JOANNE BOCK, 901 FLORID 
RD., APT. 11, DURANGO; CO #813501; 
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HELP FOR ROMANIA— U.S. 
OORDINATOR [TRIP TO ROMANIA 


n September 8, I flew to Frankfurt, Germany 

and from there, drove across Germany, Aus- 

tria and Hungary to Romania. The traffic on 

he highway to the border-point of Nadlag (near Arad) 
was very bad. Due to the embargo against Yugosla- 
ia, all commercial trucks going to Albania, Bulgaria, 

reece and Turkey must now go through Romania. 

This makes the customs inspection a lengthy affair. 

My first visit was to the Cathedral in Timisoara, 

here His Eminence Metropolitan NICOLAE Cor- 
neanu invited me to serve. During my stay of the week- 

nd there, the Metropolitan was a kind host, and we 
ried to find solutions for better distribution of our hu- 
manitarian aid items which we are sending to Roma- 
nia. I must mention here, for those of our readers who 
remember him, that I met Father Moise Axente at the 

Cathedral in Timisoara. Father Axente had served in 

the Detroit area in the 1960’s. 

| From Timisoara I drove to Craiova, then to 

Ramnicul-Valcea (my home town) and finally to 

ucharest. Neither the Metropolitan NESTOR of 

Craiova, nor Bishop GHERASIM of Ramnic, were 

nome when I called at their offices, as I passed through. 

i In Bucharest, I had a two hour discussion with Patri- 
rch TEOCTIST and Vicar-Bishop TEOFAN at the 

aviara residence. I presented a letter from Bishop 

NATHANIEL to the Patriarch, and we discussed prob- 
ems connected with our storage and distribution of 
zoods in Romania, trying to find new and better ways 

'o speed up and improve these operations. I was also 
nvited by the Patriarch to go with him and serve at 

E Blessing of the foundation (corner) stone at a new 

church, dedicated to St. Anastasia, in Calarasi. 

In Bucharest I had two meetings with our overseas 
oordinator, Father Dimitrie Tatulescu, to whom I pre- 
ented two letters from Bishop NATHANIEL. 1 also 
ad a short meeting with Preoteasa Tatulescu, regard- 
ng some financial reports of our office there. While 
was in Bucharest, I was notified by Fr. Tatulescu that 
ne of our containers had arrived in Constanta, and 
e went the next day to the harbor. 

During my brief stay in Bucharest I was able to get 
n touch with some of my school mates from Craiova. 
My preoteasa (who was accompanying me on this trip) 
ind I attended the 50 year class reunion of the 1942 
zraduating class of the Military School of Craiova. 
From Bucharest I left for Constanta and tried to get 
n touch with Archbishop LUCIAN of the Tomis Arch- 
diocese there, to see if we could find some storage fa- 
ilities in or near that city. 

" Icontinued my trip to Moldova, touched bases with 

Metropolitan DANIEL of Moldova, to inform him of 
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Fr. Grabowski with Patriarch TEOCTIST in the 
patriarchal residence. 


a part of a shipment which will go directly to his Arch- 
diocese from Constanta. Then, driving across the 
mountains over the OITUZ pass, I went to Brasov, 
Targu-Mures, Cluj, Oradea and crossing the border 
at Bors, drove back to Frankfurt, Germany, over 
Budapest, Vienna, Stuttgart and Heidelberg. 

While in Bucharest, I spoke briefly on the phone with 
Mr. George Dobrea from Cleveland, Ohio, who was 
in Romania. I also saw for a short time His Grace Bish- 
op NIFON (Patriarchal Vicar) and Father SAUCA, 
the person who handles press relations for the Patriar- 
chate of Romania. 

Our help to Romania is very much appreciated, and 
I was called to be in a meeting at ROMAGRIMEX 
— the institution which handles seed requests for the 
Ministry of Agriculture of Romania. % 

Very Rev. Richard J. Grabowski 
U.S. Coordinator — Help for Romania 


PASTORAL CHANGES 


PETRESCU Rev. TRAIAN, is released from his 
duties at Holy Trinity Parish, Miramar, Florida, Oc- 
tober 31, 1992, and assigned as Pastor of St. Dumitru 
Parish, New York City, New York, effective Novem- 
ber 1, 1992. 

SASU, Rev. Dumitru Viorel, is released from his 
duties at St. Dumitru Parish, New York City, New 
York, effective October 31, 1992, and assigned as Pas- 
tor of Holy Trinity Parish, Miramar, Florida, effec- 
tive November 1, 1992. 

CORRECTION: 

GAGE, Rev. George D., released from the Roma- 
nian Orthodox Episcopate and Orthodox Church in 
America at his own request. 
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SERBIAN PATRIARCH VISITS 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


His Holiness Pavle, Serbian Patriarch Archbishop 
of PEC Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci. 


is Holiness PAVLE I, Patriarch of the Serbs, 
H spent October 16-19 in the Los Angeles area 

as part of a twenty-six day visit to the United 
States and Canada, the first ever by a Serbian primate. 
Welcomed at Los Angeles International airport by 
Orthodox clergy and faithful led by their Graces 
ANTHONY, Greek Orthodox Bishop of San Francis- 
co, and TIKHON, Bishop of San Francisco and the 
West (OCA), the Patriarch held a news conference 
upon his arrival. An outspoken and courageous voice 


on behalf of peace and reconciliation in all regions of 


the former Yugoslavia, His Holiness reemphasized this 
message, and indicated that, in addition to pastoral visi- 
tation, a major goal of his visit is the gathering of re- 
lief for the thousands of innocent victims of the ungodly 
strife in his war-torn country. 

On Friday evening, October 16, Patriarch PAVLE 
presided at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral, over 
a Pan-Orthodox, English-language Vespers organized 
by the Southern California Orthodox Clergy Council, 
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————— 
HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE 
ee 


October 3-6, Thursday-Sunday. Akron, OH. 
Presentation of Our Lord. AROY Conference. Meet- 
ings, festivities, worship services. 

September 6. Sunday afternoon. Cleveland, OH. 
Union & League Convention Banquet main speaker. 

September 8, Tuesday. Vatra. Celebration of the 
Hram of the Vatra Church, St. Mary. 

September 12-13, Saturday-Sunday. Alexandria, 
VA. Holy Cross. Celebration of its Hram. Divine 
Liturgy. Festive banquet. 

October 3, Saturday. Lennard, MB. St. Elias. Or- 
thodox Brotherhood Annual Conference. Meetings, fes- 
tivities. 

October 4, Sunday. MacNutt, SK. Holy Trini- 
ty. Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Orthodox Christian 
Centre meeting. 

October 11, Sunday. Rives Junction. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 


at which also participated the hierarchs of his entourage, 
together with Bishops ANTHONY and TIKHON, 
thirty-one priests, three deacons and approximately ' 
nine-hundred Orthodox faithful. 

Saturday morning, after celebrating at dawn a! 
hierarchical liturgy, assisted by Protopresbyter Mihajlo ) 
Arnaut of Belgrade, Fr. Catalin Mitescu, President of! 
the Southern California Orthodox Clergy Council (who ) 
represented the local Orthodox clergy throughout the» 
Patriarch’s visit), and Protodeacon Marko Momcilovic, , 
Patriarch PAVLE spent the rest of the day in visits of 
the Los Angeles area, culminating with a vigil service 
at St. Sava Serbian Orthodox church, at which he was 
joined by His Beatitude Metropolitan THEODOSIUS,, 
Primate of the Orthodox Church in America. 

On Sunday, at St. Steven's Serbian Orthodox 
Cathedral, His Holiness concelebrated the Holy 
Liturgy together with His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
THEODOSIUS, their Eminences Metropolitans 
AMPHILOHUE of Montenegro, CHRISTOPHER, 
of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of the Midwest, 
IRINEY of New Gracanica, their Graces Bishops 
STEFAN of Zica, IRINEY of Nis, and TIKHON ofi 
San Francisco, and a number of priests and deacons. 

Following the hierarchical liturgy, a banquet attended 
by more than six hundred guests culminated the day’s 
activities. All funds collected during Patriarch PAVLE’s 
visit are being turned over to LOCC, the Internation- 
al Orthodox Christian Charities, recently formed wit 
the blessing of all of the Orthodox hierarchs in this coun- 
try, to be used as part of their humanitarian relief ef 
forts in the former Yugoslavia. 2% 


Rev. Fr. Catalin D. Mitescu 
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SOLIA CALENDAR into the hands of all 

parishioners, the Episcopate Council has direct- 
ed the Department of Publications to send a copy of 
the 1993 CALENDARUL SOLIA to the home address 
of each member of the Episcopate. 

This is a “trial”! year to see if the distribution of our 
Diocesan Calendar can have a better outreach through 
direct mailing instead of through each parish office. 

We are happy to announce some new features of the 

1993 CALENDAR: 
1. In addition to the names, addresses, telephone num- 
| bers and serving clergy in the section on PARISH- 
ES, we are adding DIRECTIONS on how to reach 
each parish. This information is given for all the par- 
| ishes which responded to our request for directions. 
2 “Lives of the New Romanian Saints”, is presented 
| for the spiritual benefit of the faithful. The ‘‘Lives’’ 
| 


I n an effort to put the useful information of the 


is printed both in the original Romanian and in an 
English translation. Canonized by the Holy Synod 
of the Romanian Orthodox Church in June of 1992, 
the individual saints are from the earliest times of 
Christianity in Romania to the saints of our own day. 
3. The icon covers of the CALENDAR will be in full 
color, the gift of Margie Caciavely in memory of 
her dear brother, TOM CACIAVELY. They are 
suitable for framing. The front is an icon of ‘‘All 
Saints”? and the back is of ‘‘The Holy Prince Con- 
stantin Brancoveanu, his Sons and Counselor.’’ 
4. Although the REPORT TO THE CHURCH 
CONGRESS is given to the delegates and to the 
Supporters of the Episcopate, others have asked 
to have some of this information in the Calendar. 


1993 War CALENDAR 


Most of us are accustomed to the format of a wall 
calendar showing each separate month. This is the kind 
given to us by our insurance company, bank or other 
commercial corporations. Parishes are also favored by 
Funeral Directors with this particular size of calendar 
on which are given the days of the year with a varia- 
tion of liturgical texts. 

Another traditional form of calendar is the WALL 
CALENDAR still popular in the homes of many 
Romanian immigrants. This is also found in the al- 
tars of most of our parishes, as well. 

The Department of Publications anticipates the 
printing of this year’s 1993 WALL CALENDAR 
(Romanian language) by the first part of December. 
It will be available from your parish office or direct- 
ly from the Department of Publications. 

Cost from the department is $2.50 for the calen- 
dar, postage included. % 
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1993 CALENDAR To Go To Att Homes 


We are trying it for this year, and hope that it is 

appreciated and useful to our readers. 

Included with each copy will be a survey-letter ask- 
ing our readers for their input as to future contents of 
the Calendar. A return envelope will also be included. 

Although the CALENDARUL SOLIA is being sent 
as a gift, the Department of Publications invites a 
$10.00 Donation to help cover the cost of the CALEN- 
DAR. It would also be appreciated if the cost of post- 
age and the special mailing bag, $2.50, would be add- 
ed. Anticipate the arrival of the 1993 CALENDARUL 
SOLIA in your home around mid-December! «4 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


The Department of Publications has some ideas of 
special gifts for your Christmas list: 

Orthodox Prayer Book. Translated by Mother Cas- 
siana. Morning prayers; Evening prayers; Prayers 
throughout the day, for special needs, for loved ones; 
Communion prayers; Paraclis to the Virgin. 140 pgs. 
in modern English. 4" x6" pocket size. Softbound. 
$1599) 

Carte de Rugaciuni — Visul Maicii Domnului si 
Epistolia. A beloved prayer book in the Romanian lan- 
guage. $2.50. 

Colinde de Craciun. A selection of the most popu- 
lar Romanian Christmas carols (in the Romanian lan- 
guage) with music. J. Tomulet. $5.00. 

““Traditional Romanian Orthodox Christmas 
Carols in English’’ Cassette. Carols sung by the Pan- 
Orthodox Madrigal of Washington, D.C. English and 
Romanian texts are included. $9.95. 

Come Follow Me — Orthodox Monasticism in 
Moldavia, by Mother Cassiana. The author lived at 
Varatec Monastery in Moldavia, Romania, for one 
year. This extremely interesting book chronicles the 
daily life of the community of over 350 nuns. 190 pgs. 
Softbound. $10.95. 

Romanian Christmas Tree Instructional Kit. An 
8 page guide, created by Mrs. Sanda Carulea, for mak- 
ing your own Christmas tree decorations. $4.00. 

1993 Church Wall Calendar (Romanian). 8- 
1/2" x24-1/2". $1.00. Available in December. 

Christmas Cards. 8 beautiful Orthodox icon cards 
(assorted) with selected religious greetings in English. 
$3.00. 

Solia — The Herald subscription. 1 year: U.S. — 
$12.00. Canada — $14.00. Overseas — $16.00. 

Send orders to: R.O.E. A. Department of Publications, 
P.O. Box 185, Grass Lake, MI 49240-0185. Phone: 
(517) 522-3656. Fax: (517) 522-5907. Add 8% ship- 
ping charges to your order. & 
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PARISH 


BULLETIN 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. 
Our parish sponsored an ethnic food 
booth during Orthodox Education 
Day at St. Vladimir’s Seminary . . . 
Betty Nicola was a guest on a local TV 
program demonstrating the prepara- 
tion of baklava . . . We participated 
in an open-air Pan Orthodox Divine 
Liturgy held in the bandshell area at 
Seaside Park. A Fellowship Hour fol- 
lowed Congratulations to Fr. 
Cornel on the 10th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood. 


Youngstown, OH. Holy Trinity. 
Congratulations to Dan Tofan who 
graduated from Youngstown State U. 
with a degree in Electrical Engineer- 
ing. . . A large supply of clothing was 
donated by parishioners for shipment 
to Romania. 


Canton, OH. St. George. Our 
parish had an Artifacts Booth at the 
International Festival held at the Can- 
ton Civic Center . . . Congratulations 
to Psa. Aurelia for being named as 
Aultman Hospital’s ‘‘Employee of the 
Month’’ for the second time. 


Merrillville, IN. Descent Holy 
Spirit. Five of our young people at- 
tended the Vatra summer camps. Psa. 
Paula was a house mother and taught 
a class . . . Our parish participated in 
the annual Pastors’ Protest Against 
Abortion march. 


St. Louis, MO. St. Thomas. 
There was a fine, complimentary 
write-up in the local paper about our 
parish ‘‘giving something back to the 
neighborhood’’ with its frequent spon- 
sorship in the parish hall for a “teen 
town for adults”? . . . We held a suc- 
cessful Church New Year’s Dinner to 
celebrate the new Liturgical Year. 


Akron, OH. Presentation of Our 
Lord. Michelle Yates, in order to 
bring to the nation’s attention the 
plight of the AIDS children of Roma- 


nia, created an AIDS quilt to present 
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to a national gathering in Washing- 
ton ... An Ak-ROY luncheon 
celebrated the successful sponsorship 
of the National Conference held at our 
parish . . . A new play area, includ- 
ing a swing set and a clubhouse, are 
now available for our littlest members 
during pavilion events. 


Warren, OH. Holy Resurrection. 
Our parish hosted the September 
meeting of the Ohio/W. Pa. Deanery 
_. . Our Adult Study Group has re- 
sumed its meetings and is focusing on 
the life of the Virgin Mary .. . Fr. 
Gregory is giving instruction to those 
interested in learning how to chant the 
Epistle at the Liturgy. 


Southfield, MI. St. George Ca- 
thedral. Newly installed are cus- 
tomized library/foyer display units for 
various artworks Several 
parishioners helped at the Romanian 
Booth at the Ethnic Festival held at 
Jackson . . . We had four students at 
the Senior Vatra Camp. Sylvia Pac- 
Urar was housemother and Janne Pac- 
Urar helped in the office ... Sr. 
AROY sponsored a Wedding An- 
niversary Brunch ... Our Family 
Night group adjourned to the Descent 
of the Holy Spirit Church, Warren, 
MI, to view the beautiful iconography 
explained by the iconographers, M/M 
Cristian Samoila. 


Winnipeg, MB. St. George. A 
beautiful ‘‘surprise’’ dinner party was 
held by the parishioners for the 60th 
birthday of Fr. Klysh The 
Church School had a fine one-day re- 
treat to prepare them for the resump- 
tion of classes. 


St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. We all 
enjoyed the well-attended 79th An- 
niversary Dinner and festivities of our 
parish . . . Our choir and our dance 
group have received many compli- 
ments on our participation at the 
Church Congress. 


Regina, SK. St. George. A new 
10-week ‘‘Orthodox Inquirers Class” 
is meeting every Thursday evening. 
All are invited. . . A fine addition to 
our library is the donation of the 38- 
volume set of books, ‘‘The Holy 
Fathers.’’ 


Falls Church, VA. St. Mary. Fr. 
Alexander was awarded his second 
Army Commendation Medal for his 
““meritorious service’’ as chaplain. . . 
Congratulations to Alice Brown who 
graduated from George Mason Us 
with a B.A. in English. 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. At the AROY Convention 
banquet, Psa. Mary Ellen was sur- 
prised with a commemorative plaque 
and a dozen red roses for her 25 years 
of dedication to the Vatra Summer 
Camps ... The Men's Club spon- 
sored an enjoyable Dinner & Theater 
Party . . . Our Ladies Auxiliary and 
AROY participated in the Ethnic Fes- 
tival held in Jackson . . . Our parish 
Adult Bible Class has combined with 
St. Paul Cathedral next door to have 
classes on Wednesday evenings at 
their church. 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. Our: 
88th Anniversary Dinner also com- : 
memorated the wedding anniversaries } 
of all parish couples married in mul: : 
tiples of five years . . . Our Romani-: 
an School for youths 6-16 years offers 
language, dance, and music 
Viorel Cucu has been appointed a Ra- - 
dio Commentator at the U.S.I.A.. 
sponsored program of ‘*The Voice of 
America.”’. . . Fr. Remus is the new 
Spiritual Adviser of the Eastern Or- 
thodox Women’s Guild ... Con- 
gratulations to our former priest, V.. 
Rev. Fr. & Psa. Grabowski on their 
45th wedding anniversary . . . Con- 
gratulations to our AROY debutantes 
Gabriela Catana, Mandy Januska, 
and Christian Joy Moldovan. 


Elkins Park, PA. Descent Holy 
Spirit. Proceeds from the Ladies Aux- 
iliary ‘‘Penny Party’’ were earmarked! 
for the renovation of the social hall 
kitchen . . . They contributed $50.00) 
to the Sf. Paraschiva Mission Appeal 

Our renewed Church Schoob 
classes are very active. Already the 
are planning their Christmas festivi- 
ties .. . Donations of clothing are 
being sorted and packed for shipment 
to Romania. 4 
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WonLp Cnuncu NEws 


Romanian Newly Canonized Saint 
Commemorated 


A number of historic and venerable personalities of 
the Church of Romania were canonized as saints on 
July 20, 1992. On September 27, at the Antim Mon- 
astery, in the capital of Romania, Bucharest, St. An- 
tim (of Iviria, today Gruzia) was commemorated by 
Patriarch TEOCTIST, Metropolitans DANIEL of 
Moldova and Bucovina and NESTOR of Oltenia and 
several bishops. A representative of the Patriarchate 
of Gruzia (Iviria) was also present. 

Note: The life of this saint and all the newly- 
canonized Romanian saints will be published in the 
SOLIA CALENDAR 1993 to be available in Decem- 
ber. 


Serbian Patriarch Visits U.S.A. 
And Canada 


Between October 1-26, His Holiness Patriarch 
| PAVLE of Serbia visited the four dioceses of the new- 
| ly reunited Serbian Orthodox Church in America. This 
is the first visit on the American continent of any Ser- 
bian Patriarch. The patriarch’s itinerary included 
| Chicago, Ill., where His Holiness participated in the 
commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of Orthodoxy 
! in that city. Then the patriarchal delegation, includ- 
| ing one metropolitan, two bishops and clergy, visited 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary in New York, the United Na- 
tions and other points of interest. The 44th successor 
to the throne of St. Sava will also tour parishes in Wis- 
consin, California, Toronto-Canada, Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh. Besides canonical visitations to Serbian par- 
ishes throughout the continent, His Holiness also visited 
and met other hierarchs and political leaders. 


Ukrainian-Russian Orthodox Crisis 


In a September letter to WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro, His Holiness ALEKSY II, Patriarch 
of Moscow, stated that the Ukrainian crisis has ‘‘sharply 
intensified.’’ Since former Ukrainian Metropolitan 
FILARET was deposed from his see as the head of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church last May, the schism 
promoted by him and other political groups has in- 
creased. According to ‘‘Vistnik’’ newspaper, “‘govern- 
ment officials, militia, paramilitary forces and politi- 
cal groups have joined with schismatic elements to take 
over Ukrainian Orthodox Church properties and com- 
mit acts of violence against clergy and lay people loyal 
to the Church”’ throughout Ukraine. The letter appeals 
to the World Council of Churches to ‘‘support in a 
brotherly way’’ Moscow’s efforts to recover the cap- 
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tured properties. At the same time, press reports indi- 
cate that the Ukrainian government’s Council of Re- 
ligious affairs still recognizes FILARET as head of the 
national Church. Meanwhile, FILARET, whose 
deposing was also confirmed by the Ecumenical Patri- 
arch BARTHOLOMEWM I, is attempting a merger of 
his ‘‘Patriarchate of Kiev’’ with the U.S.-based Ukrain- 
ian Autocephalous Church led by Archbishop 
MSTYSLAV Skrypnyk (Vistnik, Oct. 1992). 


‘‘Orthodox Christian Laity’? — 
5th Annual Meeting 


Mr. Sotiri Tsoutsouras, president of OCL, an- 
nounced recently that prominent clergymen and lay 
representatives attended the fifth annual meeting of his 
organization. The meeting took place at the Frontenac 
Grand Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri, on October 23- 
25. The theme was: ““Orthodoxy: Rediscovery and 
Renewal.’’ According to Tsoutsouras, the meeting at- 
tempted to respond to essential Orthodox issues, such 
as Orthodox unity and challenge. ““To speak about the 
continuity of the faith,’’ he stated, “‘we have to deal 
positively with the issue of relevance and vibrancy of 
Orthodoxy in the 21st century. We are talking about 
the moral and ethical framework of living; the way that 
Orthodoxy translates into life’? (The Hellenic Chroni- 
Clos Dep 2451902). 


An Orthodox Study Bible To Be 
Published Soon 


According to a news release of Thomas Nelson Pub- 
lishers, the Winter of 1993 will mark the first English 
publishing of an Orthodox Bible. This study edition 
is the result of an inter-Orthodox action led by Fr. Pe- 
ter Guillquist and endorsed by some American Ortho- 
dox jurisdictions. This edition will contain introduc- 
tions to each book of the Scripture, annotations, con- 
cordance and glossary, special articles on Orthodox doc- 
trine, scriptural readings for Feast Days, full-color icons 
and a guide to daily prayers. The Bible will appear in 
different bindings and will be available from various 
Christian bookstores. 


IOCC Makes Great Inroads 


Following the example of the International Ortho- 
dox Christian Charities, the four Serbian Diocesan Re- 
lief Funds of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA 
and Canada merged on September 7, 1992, under the 
name of ‘‘Serbian Orthodox Christian Charities.’’ Be- 
sides helping the suffering Serbian mother Church 
financially, the IOCC had also a great impact in their 

Cont. on page 14 
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I Love You 


ForEvER, Mom 
In Memory of Mary de Mintich 


You have shown me how to give of myself 

You have shown me leadership 

You have taught me to be honest, genuine and 
strong 

You have taught me to have faith and trust in God 

You have taught me the importance of the family 

You have demonstrated unconditional love 

You have demonstrated a sensitivity to people’s 
needs 

You have handed down to me the important values 
in life 

You have handed down to me the idea of achieving 
one’s goals 

You have set an example, throughout your life of 
what a mother and woman should be like 

You asked me to ‘‘pray’’ and I said “I will always 
pray for you mom”’ 

Thank-you God and thank-you mom for all the 
beauty you added to my life, our family, and the 
lives of many others 

I miss you so much and 

I love you forever 

Your Son 

Sandy de Mintich 

MOM 
Mary de Mintich 
January 22, 1941 - September 15, 1992 


POFTA BUNA 
Cookbook — IXth Edition 
Makes a Wonderful Christmas Present. 


ORDER 
copies of POFTA BUNA 
@ $7.00 each = 
TOTAL = 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
St. Mary’s Society 
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111 
Postage is included 
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MEMORIAM 


MARIOARA de MINTICI 

In urma unei boli nemiloase, in ziua de 15 Septem- 
brie 1992, a trecut la cele veșnice MĂRIOARA de 
MINTICI, într'un spital din Toronto, Ontario. 

Înmormântarea a avut loc în ziua de 18 Septembrie, 
în cimitirul dela Vatra Românească. 

Mărioara este fiica Preotului Sterie și Preoteasa Eu- 
genia Mihadas din Toronto, care face parte din clerul 
Episcopiei noastre. O regretă foarte mult și o plâng: 
soţul ei Ioan de Mintici împreună cu copiii Alexandru, 
Ionel și Florica. 

Mărioara a fost tot timpul activă în viaţa religioasă 
ortodoxă din sânul comunității Românești din Toron- 
to şi în ultima vreme, a fost Președinta Centrului Cul- 
tural Român din acest oraș. 

S’a născut în Grecia şi a venit împreună cu părinții 
în Statele Unite în anul 1953. ! 

Tatăl ceresc s’o odihnească cu dreptii în Împărăţia 
Sa. 

“WE HAVE LOVED HER IN LIFE; 

LET US NOT FORGET HER IN DEATH.”’ 
“THERE IS A LINK DEATH CANNOT SEVER, 
LOVE AND REMEMBRANCE LAST FOREVER.” 

HUSBAND and CHILDREN 


SPECIAL GIFTS 


A.R.F.O.R.A. Cookbook 
Lapel Fish Pin 
Lapel Cross 


Chains 
Order from: ARFORA SPECIAL PROJECT 
c/o Florence Churilla 
22402 Elmwood 
E. Detroit, MI 48021 


WORLD CHURCH NEWS 


Cont. from page 13 

charitable organizational process. The Orthodox 
Church in America, to which our Episcopate belongs, 
has donated $50,000 to the LOCC for Serbian relief. 
Similar contributions also came from the Antiochian 
Archdiocese and the Carpatho-Russian Diocese and 
other jurisdictions. (The Orthodox Church, 
Aug./Sep., 1992) 


Church School Editorial News 


The Department of Religious Education of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese has recently released the latest 
addition to their new curriculum series, ‘‘Living Our 
Orthodox Faith,’’ ‘‘Growing with God’’ for the Fourth 
Grade. The book uses a hands-on approach to using 
the Bible, and it also contains exercises that reinforce 
the learning. % 
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17TH OBC CONFERENCE co. from page 5 


Members of the Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada 
gathered for an informal photograph in front of the 


| old St. Elias church, Lennard, Manitoba, now a 


Province Museum. Centered is His Grace, Bishop 


| NATHANIEL, to the left, Rev. Fr. Joseph MacLel- 


lan, Spiritual Advisor, and to the right, Very Rev. 


| Archimandrite Martinian Ivanovici, former parish 
priest of the area parishes. 


mitment of the people in the MacNutt area and their 
love of God which resulted in the construction of Holy 


Trinity parish. 


Bishop Nathaniel was the main speaker. He shared 
the good things the Brotherhood does and spoke of their 
plans for the upcoming year. ‘‘We must not talk in 
whispers of what we do, but let everyone know of our 


CAMP REUNION Cont. from page 6 


ginning to see second and third generations of children 
attending. 

Response to the camp reunion by those who attend- 
ed was very positive. It is hoped that sometime in the 
future, another such gathering can take place. It is fun 
and interesting to get together with all those who worked 
and studied and frolicked through the years. 

To date there has been a profit of $727.00 generat- 
ed from Camp Reunion ’92 which will be used for the 
betterment of facilities at the Centre for our children 
who attend camp each summer. There are still several 
souvenir articles available for purchase: magnets at 
$1.00 each; mugs at $4.00 each; and history books at 
$12.00 each or two for $20.00. Anyone wishing any- 
thing need only write or call. 

My thanks to all who attended, especially His Grace, 
Bishop Nathaniel, Fr. Nicholae Marioncu, Fr. Michael 
Lupu (who came for a day and a half from Calgary), 
and certainly my family and my husband, who never 
wants to hear the word reunion again. 

Anyone wanting any more information may write 
or call me: Psa. Alice Nenson, 2855 Helmsing St., 
Regina, Sask. S4V 0W7, Telephone (306) 761- 
2379. a 


So ended the 17th Annual Conference of the Ortho- 
dox Brotherhood of Canada. 4 


good works.’’ Correspondent 

Nick Preda, Jr., Royal Oak, MI.......... $ 10.00 

FINANCIAL REPORT Mike Strugar, Milan, MI ................ $ 5.00 
MEMORIAMS 

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS Iuliana Campean, Grosse Pte. Pk., MI .... $ 20.00 


| George R. Gavrila, Southfield, MI ........ $ 500.00 


| 
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Sts. Peter & Paul Ladies Auxiliary, Dear- 


(I1.M.O. Valentina Cornea) 


TEINS VAL e atid Petre sts oak -ol nen $ 200.00 EPISCOPATE DUES 
ros chic. ! ciel Sean top aa oo $ 100.00 St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI...... $ 1,325.00 
Anonymous ys oe ne ee $ nets EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 
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ae sae pe dares NALS 2 ah i ae St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI...... $ 475.00 
izabet orar, Barrell, PA e e eo = y “Dp ‘Gd ak yc GEN ua + pai $ 200.00 
M/M Mustafa Saraclar, N. Canton, OH... $ 25.00 St. Dumitru, New ror 
George Petredean, Homer, MI Wie). ner: $ 20.00 LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 
GENERAL DONATIONS St. George Ladies Auxiliary, Regina, SK .. $ 481.64 
M/M Richard Rogozan, base WN 5 Soe ee $ 200.00 BISHOP’S (TRAVEL) VISITATION 
pee tho pot Troe) : Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada. ........ $ 165.00 
M/M Constantin Corduneanu, Arlington. 
De EI DY 4 Se BLT OR pee as 6 e 10 $ 50.00 V.M.I.M. ASSESSMENT 
M/M Vasile Uscatu, Bronx, NY .......... $ 30.00 Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada. ........ $ 500.00 
Valentin Pascu, Schenectady, NY ......... $ 25.00 
M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, HELP FOR ROMANIA 
“cai iz SLs eh Mă Sct II N a PRI E eu IER IN $ 20.00 Anny DOU. meets e oie AI to eh See $ 1,000.00 
M/M Niculai Fedorovici, Livonia, MI..... $ 10.00 Vera Paulenko, Inglis, WEB Soo ee a $ 78.60 
Anna Jonascu Westland; MI 28% ne 52 $ 10.00 M/M Dennis Felix, Sr., Warren, MI...... : or 
., West Bloomfield, John R. Hulan, Warren, CO) e cates 4 
„pa mh earn E E a hhh what $ 10.00 M/M John Popp, Warren, G) FIDE tae eee $ 50.00 
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PARISH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


Abagiu, Stephany, daughter of Hristu & Elena Abagiu, 
Waterloo, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Tanase & Anisoara Mina. 

Albulescu, Katie Anne, daughter of Horea & Despina Al- 
bulescu, Essex, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. God- 
parents: Joana & Nicolae Stanescu. 

Antoniadis, Christopher, son of Chris & Ileana Antonia- 
dis, Jamaica, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. God- 
parents: Raluca & Mario Mallozi. 

Arau, Michelle, daughter of Costel & Mariana P. Arau, 
North Hollywood, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 
Godparent: George Arau. 

Arau, Steve, son of Costel & Mariana P. Arau, North 
Hollywood, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. God- 
parent: George Arau. 

Ardeleanu, Constantine Evan, son of Constantine A. & 
Bessie Ardeleanu, Crown Point, IN. Descent Holy Ghost, 
Merrillville, IN. Godparent: Angela Dimopoulos. 

Bast, Sarah LaDon, daughter of Tom & Cari Lynn Bast, 
Regina, SK. St. George, Regina, SK. Godparents: David 
& Kim Rotelick. 

Batu, Cornelia Alexandra, daughter of Petru & lanula 
Batu, New York, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Godparent: Dorina Gaci. 

Beck, Nevitt S., North Canton, OH. St. George, Canton, 
OH. 

Brooks, Doran Robert, son of Peter & Romanita Brooks, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Irina & Razvan Neagu. 

Brown, David Warren, son of Daniel & Alice Brown, Alex- 
andria, VA. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. Godparent: 
Sarah Zimmerli. 

Brown, Sarah Kellie, daughter of Daniel & Alice Brown, 
Alexandria, VA. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. Godpar- 
ent: Sarah Zimmerli. 

Bursuc, Maximilian, son of Ionel V. & Ecaterina Bursuc, 
Summerville, MA. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godpar- 
ents: Sabin & Eugenia Manea. 

Chambers, Brandon Mark, son of Keith & Patricia Cham- 
bers, Colton, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. God- 
parent: Florence M. Stefanovic. 

Chambers, Tyler James, son of Keith & Patricia Cham- 
bers, Colton, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. God- 
parent: Florence Stefanovic. 

Ciupeiu, Alexandru Stefan, son of Darius & Liliana 
Ciupeiu, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parents: John & Lucia Pop. 

Cojocar, Briget Dawn, daughter of Jeffrey & Tina Cojo- 
car, Limerick, SK. Descent Holy Spirit, Assiniboia, SK. 
Godparent: Resa Armstrong. 

Cojocar, Justin Roy, son of Jeffrey & Tina Cojocar, Limer- 
ick, SK. Descent Holy Spirit, Assiniboia, SK. Godpar- 
ent: Colleen Helland. 

Cozma, Lawrence Stephan, son of Luminita N. & 
Gheorghe Cozma, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 
Godparent: Mihaela Ionescu. 
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Danis, Michael George, son of George M. & Susanne J. 
Danis, Cooper City, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 
Godparents: Art & Margie Capogna. 

Demel, Victor Gabriel Alexandru, son of Victor C. & Mi- 
haela Demel, Bloomfield, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, 
NY. Godparents: Mitchel & Natalia Aldea. 

Dinescu, Monika Daniela, daughter of Daniel A. & Ta- 
nia A.J. Dinescu, Miami, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, 
FL. Godparent: Sabina A. Dinescu. 

Ely, James Robert Vincent, son of Judy C. & Keith Ely, 
Boca Raton, FL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Mark & Jennifer Vincent. 

Fatse, Rachael Ann, daughter of Michael J. & Sheryl A.B. 
Fatse, Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Godparent: Joanne F. Davis. 

Gligor, Michael Thomas, son of Tom & Liliana Gligor, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Andrei & Maria Rehner. 

Hristu, Mark Anthony, son of Decebal & Susan A. Hristu, 
Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godpar- 
ent: Alina Velicu. 

Ivascu, Alexander Jerry, son of Silviu & Jennifer Ivascu, 
Ypsilanti, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 
Godparents: Steve Beres & Carolynn Kassa. 

Jacob, Jennifer Marlene, daughter of George & Joan 
Jacobs, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents: Tom & Marlene Stanil. 

Krecu, Michael Christopher, son of Marinel & Vera 
Krecu, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Ionel Zivoin & Grace Obradovic. 

Lazar, Dennis Kay, son of Constantin & Petruta Lazar, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Marius & Daniela Iliev. 

Lohan, Lauren Marie, daughter of Gheorghe & Nancy Lo- 
han, Northbrook, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. God- 
parents: Vasile & Ecaterina Mois. 

Lozada, Jesse, son of Sixto & Maria Lozada, Chicago, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cornel Moi- 
ceanu & Mariana Vulcan. 

Lupou, Martin Theodore, son of Dunutsu & Mary Lu- 
pau, Roselle, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents: Daniel & Janett Herla. 

Manciulea, Michael Thomas, son of George & Maria 
Manciulea, Parma, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. God- 
parents: Adrian & Rozalia Oana. 

Manea, Matei Gregor Nicholas, son of Lucian & Anca 
Manea, Seymour, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Godparent: Cristina Wierschen. 

Margarit, Nicole, daughter of Dumitru & Saviana B. Mar- 
garit, Pasadena, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 
Godparents: Edy & Antoaneta Rastian. 

Marin, Corinnna Silvia, daughter of Cristian & Despina 
1. Marin, Redwood Falls, MN. St. Mary, St. Paul, MN. 
Godparents: Ioan & Savastita Dima. 

Mihalcea, Alexander, son of Sorin & Kelly Mihalcea, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Salvadore & Mihaela Margaglia. 
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Mitchell, Dutches, daughter of Peter & Fatima F. Mitch- 
ell, Alexandria, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Walter & Sally Miller. 

Morgan, Cody Jeffrey Joseph, son of Joseph J. & Chris 
D. Morgan, Newburg, MD. Holy Cross, Alexandria, 
VA. Godparents: Al & Joann Stanley. 

Oneata, David Daniel, son of Constantin & Mariana Onea- 
ta, Willowdale, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Gheorghe & Luminita Matei. 

Platt, Andrea, daughter of Adrian & Gabriela S. Platt, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents; 

| Marian & Radita Melente. 

Sekosan, Natalie Ann, daughter of Viorel & Florina Seko- 
san, Sterling Hgts., MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Alexandru & Elena Keta. 

Sersa, Stephanie, daughter of Diana Sersa, Ridgewood, 
NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparents: Lucia 
& Alexander Ovanez. 

Sorrentino, Vanessa Marie, daughter of George A. & Cyn- 
dee A. Sorentino, Stratford, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridge- 
port, CT. Godparent: David Andry. 

Spita, Nathalie Anne, daughter of Marian & Claudia T. 
Spita, Annandale, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparents: Radu & Maria Radu. 

Szilagyi, Daniel, son of Michael & Luminita Szilagyi, 
Kenosha, WI. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Dan & Maria L. Marginean. 

Tataru, Alexandra Diana, daughter of Dragos & Brindu- 
sa Tataru, New York, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 
Godparents: Georgeta & Adrian Stanescu. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


| Barford III, Walter Schuyler, Philadelphia, PA. Descent 
Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. V. Rev. Fr. Mircea 
Marinescu. September 20, 1992. 

Brown, Nathaniel C., Alexandria, VA. St. Mary, Falls 
Church, VA. Rev. Fr. Alesander Webster. 

Papp, Zoltan, Providence, RI. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 
Rev. Fr. Dumitru Macaila. August 16, 1992. 

Savu, Bernardetta, Taylor, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dear- 
born Hgts., MI. Rev. Fr. Romey Rosco. September 26, 
1992. 


MARRIAGES 


el te al ll ele as iat Eee a e E 

Barber, Philip Ernest and Diane Marie Capetz, Alexan- 
dria, VA. St. Mary, Falls Church, VA. Godparents: 
Alexander & Elena Suboni. 

Cotea, Ovidiu Zamfir and Angela Ivelisa Fernandez, 
New York, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godpar- 
ents: John & Elena Popescu. 

Fera, Ilie J. and Michelle L. Shearer, Chicago, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ilie Andrei and Lu- 
minita Radosav. 

Ghita, Radu and Paula Birta, Toronto, ON. St. George, 

“Toronto, ON. Godparents: Rudolf & Barbara Nagy. 

Gligor, David and Kelly L. Galbreath, Akron, OH. Holy 

Trinity, Youngstown, OH. Godparents: Jennifer & James 

Stan. 

Hididd, Phillip J. and Joann M. Treas, Grosse Pointe, 

"MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Steve 
& Linda Hididd. 

Hrusca, Stefan and Gianina M. Craciun, Hamilton, ON. 

„St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Liviu & Mariana 

Badescu. 
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Jonascu, George M. and Julie A. Zbikowski, Livonia, MI. 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hets., MI. Godparents: 
Costel & Maria Fetelea. 

Koll, Michael J. and Deborah A. Toma, La Grange, IL. 
St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: John T. and 
Deana Miclau. 

Ladan, Sorin and Simona Trifunschi, Chicago, IL. St. 
Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ionel & Cecilia Maio- 
gan. 

Leahu, Dan and Viorica Gruia, Cliffside, NJ. St. Dumitru, 
New York, NY. Godparents: Mihaela & Vlad Marin. 

MacRae, James W. and Romana C. Bompa, Scarborough, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Cornel & 
Liliana Popa. 

Marinescu, Nicky V. and Cristiana Tudor, Long Beach, 
CA. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: John & Ele- 
na Dalalau. 

Paitici, Sergian and Olivia Dragulinescu, Chicago, IL. 
St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Stanco & Maria 
Giurovici. 

Petiu, John and Dorina D. Mihai, Philadelphia, PA. De- 
scent Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: Michael 
& Daniella Pituleac. 

Pop, Teodor and Ioana Vlad, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativi- 
ty, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Petru Man and Ana Crisan. 

Pope, Marc and Elena Olteanu, Toronto, ON. St. George, 
Toronto, ON. Godparents: Dean & Penny Marshal. 

Tamas, Florin and Tatiana Branici, Chicago, IL. St. 
Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Chris & Sofia Jacsa. 

Tent, Virgil D. and Felicia Netcu, Cleveland, OH. St. 
Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: George & Barbara 
Stelea and Paul & Margareta Vasile. 

Vasu, Mircea and Susan E. Siara, Cleveland, OH. St. 
Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparent: Mary A. Glodich. 


DECEASED 


Alexander, Melinda, 60. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

Bachiu, Dumitra, 92. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Balan, Romulus, 61. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

Baran, Maria, 77. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 

Brezean, Pearl J., 86. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 

Bushela, Mary B., 90. St. George Cath., Southfield, MI. 

Byers, Catherine V.A., 55. St. Dumitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 

Cocea, Ecaterina, 90. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 

Cojocar, Goldie M., 61. Sts. Peter & Paul, Flintoft, SK. 

Costar, Alma, 79. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. 

Costea, Irene, 76. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Cristescu, Stefan, 73. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

Cusin, Frederica, 84. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

David, Candit, 67. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Denis, John, 81. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Dumitrescu, Octavian, 54. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 

Frank, Maria, 89. St. George, Dysart, SK. 

Geteianc, Flora, 82. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 

Homana, Emil, 71. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 

Magurean, Ann O., 74. Descent Holy Spirit, Merrillville, 
IN. 

Mincu-Georgescu, Cristina, 77. St. Dumitru, Nw York, 
NYS 

Petrisor, Emil, 86. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Pittu, Rincea F., 92. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 

Radasanu, Verona, 69. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

Toconita, Anastasia, 89. Descent Holy Spirit, Elkins Ranks 
PA. 
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AMERICANI ORTODOCȘI ÎN ROMÂNIA 


n sfârșit, iată si niște ev anghelisti din Ameri- 

ca, veniți nu cu gândul de a ne increstina, ci 

de a ne cunoaşte. Noi ne-am întărit în 
credinţă iar ei s'au împărtășit din spiritualitatea 
Ortodoxiei Româneşti. Este vorba de preoții 
ortodocşi: Peter E Gillquist, Gregory Rogers, John 
Reeves si David Ogan, toţi foşti Evanghelisti care 
s'au ocupat de educaţia creștină a studenţilor 
americani în mişcarea ‘‘Campus Crusade.” In 
1987, în aceeaşi zi, două mii s'au convertit la Or- 
todoxie, aducând împreună cu ei și 24 de parohii 
protestante. Toţi sunt intelectuali cu pregătire în 
diferite ramuri de educaţie, dar mai ales în 
Scriptură, Istoria Bisericii si Teologia Sfinţilor 
Părinţi. Au venit în România să ne spună cum au 
găsit ei Biserica cea ‘‘Una, Sfântă, Soborniceasca 
si Apostoleasca,’’ adică Ortodoxia. 


Drumul căutărilor este aventuros și plin de 
îndoieli, pentru că nici un misionar ortodox din 
America nu i-a ajutat. Singur Duhul Sfânt. Ei nici 
nu ştiau despre noi că existăm. Le-au trebuit opt 
ani să ne descopere. Toată drama aceasta nu se 
poate scrie într'un articol. Deaceea, pentru cei 
interesați — si cred că toţi ar trebui să fim — există 
un film cu slujba botezului celor două mii, a 
mirungerii si a hirotonisirii preoţilor lor în credința 
ortodoxă. Se poate cumpăra de la ‘‘Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese, Publications Depart- 
ment, 358 Mountain Rd., Englewood, New Jer- 
sey 07631, Ph: 201-871-1355, iar în frecvență 
europeană: voce și traducere românească se poa- 
te procura de la Televiziunea Română-București. 

Mitropolitii si Episcopi din România au 
răspuns favorabil apelului făcut de Prea Sfinţitul 
Nathaniel, ca patru din aceşti preoți convertiți să 
meargă în tara si să vorbească credincioşilor, mai 
ales în regiunile bântuite de sectari. Episcopia de 
la Vatra a finanţat această cruciadă antisectară şi 
a trimis ca interpreţi doi preoți români: pe 
Părintele Dan Suciu din Canada și pe Arhiman- 
dritul Roman Braga din Statele Unite. 

Prea Sfinţitul s'a gândit mai întâi la întărirea 
credinței acestor preoți de curând convertiți. 
Văzând viata creștinilor, clerului si călugărilor 
într'o tara în care 87% sunt ortodocși, experienţa 
lor spirituală se va îmbogăţi. 

In al doilea rând, este bine ca Românii să fie 
informaţi chiar prin gura convertitilor că ortodoxia 
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în America creşte cu elemente venite din Catoli- 
cism si Protestantism. Altfel, am fi pierit de mult. 


Si, în sfârșit, pentru a stavili propaganda sectată 
ce vine din America prin asa zisii “evangheliști, 
care invita pe ortodocsi pe stadioane, mominduri i 
cu dolari, şocolată și ce chewing gum,”” Părintele 
Gregory Rogers, în mesagiul său, le-a spus 
Ortodocşilor din România că în America sunt 2000 
de secte, fiecare pretinzând că ei sunt Biserica. “ 
Nu-i bine,’’ zice el, ‘‘ca milenara ortodoxie 
românească să fie vândută pe dolari sau pe burse 
oferite de Vatican, fără ca în acelaș timp să-ți pierzi 
si sufletul.” 

Sectarii din România susţin o propagandă 
intensă în Statele Unite, cum că România ar fi o 
tara păgână. Se cheltuiesc sume enorme pentru 
încreştinarea Românilor. In ziua sosirii noastre pe 
Aeroportul Otopeni, doi tineri americani au cerut 
unui preot român să-i treacă prin vamă, întrucât 
nu cunoşteau limba. Acesta i-a întrebat, dacă sunt 
vizitatori. ‘‘Nu,’’ au răspuns ei, “frații noștri 
Baptişti ne-au invitat să aducem lumina lui lisus, 
deoarece România este o tara lipsită de credinţă. 


Punctul de plecare a misiunii noastre evangelice 
ortodoxe a fost Episcopia Maramureşului, unde 
ne-am bucurat de călduroasa primire a Prea 
Sfintitului lustinian Chira. De acolo ne-am 
despărțit în două grupe: Părintele Dan Suciu cu 
Pr. Peter Gilquist şi Pr. David Ogan au plecat spre 
Alba lulia si de acolo spre Nordul Moldovei. Nu 
ne-am mai văzut până în ziua plecării spre Sta- 
tele Unite. Am auzit doar că la Rohia au predicat 
în fata a 35,000 de oameni, că Pr. Gillquist a alun- 
gat o adunare de sectari la Poarta Mânăsurii 
Dragomirna, repezindu-se în ei cu Sf. Scriptura 
si vorbindu-le despre fecioria Maicii Domnului. 
Am adus cu noi trei tone și jumătate de cartulii 
misionare pe teme atacate de sectari, tipărite de 
Episcopia de la Vatra. Am auzit că grupul 
Părintelui Suciu a împărțit unele din broșuri în 
iarmarocul dela Rădăuţi unde s'au adunat 700 de 
țărani să-i asculte. Dânsul va da un raport mai 
amănunțit. 

Grupul nostru, condus de Pr. John Reeves şi 
Pr. Gregory Rogers a vorbit la Catedrala din Baia 
Mare, Baia Sprie, pe fundaţia marei biserici în 
construcție, lângă Spitalul Baia Mare, în aer liber, 
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unde mulțimile creșteau pe fiecare minut cu 
trecătorii, care practic nu-și mai continuau 
drumul, ci se opreau să ne asculte. Spitalul era ca 
un buchet de flori, având geamurile și balcoanele 
pline de ascultători. Incepând de la Baia Spire, 
drumurile principale erau ocupate cu grupuri de 
pelerini mergând pe jos spre Mânăstirea Nicula. 
Alte grupuri veneau direct pe potecile din munți, 
coborând spre Gherla. Aproape toți erau tineri, 
băieţi și fete, cu preoţii în frunte, purtând icoane 
si praporii bisericilor, cântând pe tot parcursul 
Paraclisul Maicii Domnului. Anul acesta, la 15 
August, s'au strâns la Nicula 150,000 de oameni, 
datorită în parte şi publicităţii făcută oaspeților 
americani în ziarele maramureșene și la televi- 
ziunea din Baia Mare si la Cluj de Prea Sfintitii: 
Iustinian Chira, Teofil Herineanu şi Irineu Pop. 
Părinții John Reeves si Gregory Rogers s'au 
adresat acelor mulțimi de două ori: după 
privegherea din ajun si în ziua hramului, la Sf. 
Liturghie. Vizitatoriii au rămas profound miscati 
de credința țăranilor români, care înconjurau 
biserica în genunchi, rugându-se. Așa mulțime de 
oameni se adună în America numai pe stadioanele 
sportive. 

Duminecă, Pr. John Reeves a vorbit la Catedra- 
la din Cluj, iar Pr. Gregory Rogers la sfințirea bi- 
sericii din Poeni; seara la Liga Tineretului Orto- 
dox, iar a doua zi, preoților din Arhiepiscopia 
Clujului, care s'au adunat în aula Facultăţii de 
Teologie. A urmat apoi Oradea Mare, Beiuș, iar 
în Protopopiatul Tinca, am avut fericita ocazie să 
vorbim ţăranilor ortodocși și baptiști adunaţi din 
multe sate pe un câmp,pentru a face rugăciuni de 
ploaie. 

La Arad, în afară de predica de la catedrală, 
episcopul Timotei ne-a invitat să botezăm 142 de 
copii la ““Leagănul Nr. 1,”’ care aparţine societății 
“Cristiana,” eveniment transmis de televiziunea 
locală . . . Si desigur, ultimul stop, Timișoara, 
unde Mitropolitul Nicolae Corneanu cu spiritul 
lui organizatoric a fost ca un computer: afișe mari 
prin oraș anunțau sosirea noastră, anunţuri la ra- 
dio şi articole în ziarele locale, încât musafirii noştri 

"cu humorul lor american l-au numit “Mitropolitul 
IBM.”? Acolo am vorbit de două ori la Catedrală, 
la biserica Protopopiatului din oraș, la sfințirea bi- 
sericii din Tincova şi la preoții cursanți adunați 
"la Seminarul din Caransebeș petru improspatarea 
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cunoștințelor teologice. Peste tot audiența a fost 
compusă din copii, tineri, bătrâni, studenţi şi in- 
telectuali, fiecare primind câte un mesagiu pe 
măsura înțelegerii lor. 


In primul rând a impresionat pe oameni istoria 
convertirii lor — cum au găsit ei Ortodoxia, fără 
ca nimeni să-i indrumeze. Chiar dacă printr'un 
cataclism ar dispare toate bisericile și cărţile de 
cult, oamenii, studiind Istoria Bisericii și Tradiţia, 
ar ajunge tot la Ortodoxie, pentru că Ortodoxia 
este singura biserică istorică: Una, Sfântă, 
Sobornicească și Apostolească. 

Intre timp m'am ocupat de ei, dându-le sumare 
cunoștințe de Istoria şi Cultura Poporului Român, 
fiind expuși intens la peisagiul ortodox românesc: 
monumente, mânăstiri, călugări, artă populară, 
fizionomia și portul ţăranilor par ca rupti din 
icoane, misionarii noștri americani au tras conclu- 
zia că fără Ortodoxie, Românii şi-ar pierde iden- 
titatea naţională. A zice că esti Român si Martor 
al lui Iehova este un nonsens; însuși trecutul istoriei 
tale te dezice. Căci, într'adevăr, ce rădăcini pot 
să găsească Penticostalii în Istoria Poporului Ro- 
mân? Sau ce legătură se poate stabili între Con- 
stantin Brâncoveanu și Baptisti? . 

Un alt mesagiu puternic dat intelectualilor este 
să nu amestece Ortodoxia cu formele de misticism 
venite din Orient. In America, practici ca Zen 
Budha, Ba’ Hai, Yoga, Meditaţie Transcendentala 
si vorbirea in limbi au umplut casele de nebuni, 
pentru că strică balanţa intelectuală a omului. 
Aceste surogate spirituale cu profeţii lor — tech- 
nicieni în ale mântuirii — au descins în orașele 
universitare din România, iar tinerii sunt ispititi. 
După o represiune intelectuală de 45 de ani, 
oamenii sunt gata de a înghite orice, ca un burete 
uscat ce suge apă curată și murdară. E plină tara 
de profeti mincinoși care oferă mântuire ieftină, 
vrând să transforme religia într'o terapie, cu 
gimnastică Yoga si exhibitii intelectuale. Este ca 
si cum ai înghiți un drog ce-ţi dă iluzia fericirii. 
Calea mântuirii este doar una: ““Cel ce voiește să 
vină după mine, să se lepede de sine, să-și ia crucea 
lui şi să-mi urmeze mie”’ (Marcu 8:34). Niciodată 
Mântuitorul nu ne- a promis confort în lumea aces- 
ta sau un sfârșit al suferințelor fizice. Altfel Crucea 
îşi pierde sensul ei. 

La copii, Pr. John Reeves le-a spus să nu fie 
geloși pe colegii lor americani că sunt mai bine 
îmbrăcaţi sau că au automobile luxoase: toate se 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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A 
E: Sunt Cer CARE TREBUIE SA Sk ÎNTOARCĂ ACASĂ 


INTERVIU CU DOI PREOTI ORTODOCȘI DIN S.U.A., 
FOSTI PASTORI NEO-PROTESTANTI 


Apărut în “Credința Străbună” — Aug. 1992 


e curând ne-au vizitat doi preoţi ortodocși 
din America: 
Părintele Peter Gillquist si Părintele 
David Ogan. Faptul ar fi trecut neobservat daca 
n'am fi aflat că cei doi au fost multă vreme pastori 
evangheliști neo-protestanti. In scurta lor vizită la 
Episcopia noastră, au tinut cuvantari la Casa de 
Cultură Alba Iulia (asupra acestui subiect vom reve- 
ni) şi la Tg. Mureş. Au avut de asemenea amabi- 
litatea de a ne acorda și acest interviu. 

D.V. — V-as ruga mai întâi să vă prezentaţi per- 
sonal cititorilor noștri. 

D.O. — Mă numesc David Ogan. Am fost pas- 
tor in Biserica Penticostala. In aceasta secta erau $1 
oameni care-L iubeau cu adevarat pe Dumnezeu. 
Chiar eu când am îmbrățișat acest cult, am crezut 
sincer că este Biserica cea adevărată. 

Cultul divin însă, din păcate este bazat pe ceva 
cu totul individual, în loc să albă o piosenie bazată 
pe comuniunea sfinților. 

În 1987, împreună cu alte 17 parohii sectare, ne- 
am convertit la Biserica Ortodoxă. 

P.G. — Sunt părintele Peter. Eu am lucrat foarte 
mult în mișcarea evanghelică protestantă din Ameri- 
ca, numită “Cruciada din universităţi, pentru 
Hristos,’’ care a încercat din răsputeri să-i ajute pe 
studenţii americani să intre într'o relaţie personală, 
adevărată, cu lisus Hristos. Din păcate, marea 
noastră frustrare venea din faptul că în momentul 
în care acești studenţi isi asterneau viata înaintea lui 
Hristos, nu era un loc în care să-i punem, nu era 
o Biserică adevărată, şi foarte curând am început să 
citim mai cu atenţie cartea Faptele Apostolilor si ne- 
am dat seama că la început, Apostolii n'au predicat 
doar Evanghelia, ci au întemeiat şi biserici. 

Astfel, ne-am dat seama că trebuie să studiem mai 
cu atenţie Biserica primelor veacuri, să încercăm să 
aflăm unde au continuat aceste biserici întemeiate 
de Apostoli, si asa am aflat Biserica Ortodoxă, ca 
fiind acea Biserică nou-testamentară. Aşa ca 
părintele David, si eu împreună cu 2.000 de 
credincioşi am devenit ortodocși în 1987 si încercăm 
să facem cunoscut cât mai multor americani credinţa 
ortodoxă. 

D.V. — Ce v-a determinat să veniţi în România? 

P.G. — Am auzit prin prietenul meu, părintele 
Dan Suciu, de ocazia de a aduce un oarecare răspuns 
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evanghelistilor protestanți care bântuie România. 

Împreună cu P.S. Nathaniel, conducătorul 
românilor ortodocşi din America, care a pus mult 
suflet pentru această acţiune, deoarece isi doreşte să 
ajute nu numai material România, ci si spiritual | 
pentru vindecarea acestor rani spirituale, am planuiu 
această călătorie, la care părintele Suciu şi-a adus 
un aport deosebit. De asemenea, această lucrare s’< 
făcut şi cu binecuvântarea P.F. Teoctist şi a P.S 
Philip Saliba, care este episcopul nostru. 

D.O. — Am venit să aducem un oarecare răspun 
întrebărilor pe care le lasă aceşti evangheliști în sufle 
tele oamenilor și pe care încearcă să-i fure Biserici 
Ortodoxe. Si, ca fost pastor penticostal sunt obliga 
să le spun oamenilor că Biserica Ortodoxă este Bi 
serica cea adevărată, că în Biserica Ortodoxă este 
cu adevărat lisus Hristos. 

D.V. — Nu cumva părăsirea Cultulul Baptist 
respectiv Penticostal, s'a făcut ca urmare a un 
conflict cu lerarhia, cu autoritatea fostei dum 
neavoastre Biserici? 

P.G. — Nici într'un caz! Singurul lucru pe car 
l-am dorit, a fost să găsim credinţa cea adevărată 

D.O. — Eu, personal, am avut un conflict, da 
acest conflict a venit din lipsa mea de înţelegere . 
sectei în care fusesem. Din cauza asta am pierd 
multi prieteni. Dar prin milostivirea lui Dumnezer 
şi ajutorul Sfântului Duh, tristeţea acelor zile de ] 
început a dispărut acum. 

A fost un adevărat război pentru a-i putea părăs 
ca să devenim ortodocşi. 


y 


P.G. — Pot să mai spun si eu ceva? 
D.V. — Vă rog. 
P.G. — Poate că într'o zi unii din aceşti prieter 


ai părintelui David vor fi aduşi în Biserica Ortodoxă 
Există în Conecticut un pastor penticostal care 
devenind ortodox, a urmat seminarul în New York 
După terminarea seminarului, episcopul l-a trimi 
în oraşul unde fusese pastor, pentru a fi preotul une 
biserici ortodoxe, deja existente acolo. Unul dintr 
foştii lui parohieni a venit într'o zi la biserică un 
slujea, iar acel preot speră acum să-i boteze pe foșt 
lui parohieni şi să-i miruiască în credinţa ortodox: 
D.V. — Care credeţi că este esentialul diferente 
între Biserica Ortodoxă si celelalte Biserici? 
P.G. — Dacă pot să mă exprim cât mai simplu 
Biserica Romano-Catolică este Ortodoxia cu mult 
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lucruri adăugate. Pe de altă parte Biserica 
Protestantă este Ortodoxia cu multe, multe lucruri 
scoase afară. De exemplu, în protestantism noi iu- 
bim pe Domnul Iisus Hristos. Ceea ce ne lipsea însă 
acolo era cultul divin adevărat, deplinătatea credinţei 
de la Niceea, Tainele, s.a.m.d., și iubirea fata de 
Biserica istorică, a primelor veacuri. 

D.V. — De ce credeţi că în ziua de azi cultele neo- 
protestante au un oarecare succes în rândul 
credincioșilor noștri? 

D.O. — Protestantii vin în primul rând cu mult 
entuziasm, vorbesc foarte tare și cu multă claritate 
din Sfânta Scriptură, încercând să-i facă pe 
credincioși să-și pună întrebări în legătură cu 
credinţa lor. Și, pentru că ‘‘cortina de fier”? a căzut, 
neo-protestanții văd România ca o tara în care 
poporul trebuie să-L cunoască pe Hristos, fără să-și 
dea seama că Biserica Ortodoxă este Biserica 
adevărată si se închină lui Hristos. 

Cred că este foate important ca preotul şi 
credincioșii să se îndeletnicească mai mult cu studiul 
Sfintei Scripturi, să se împărtășească mai des și să 
se închine lui Dumnezeu, în rugăciune, tot timpul. 
Numai cu aceste lucruri vor putea răspunde neo- 
protestanților, căci cu cât te apropii mai mult si devii 
mai activ în Biserică, flacăra lui Hristos începe să-ți 
ardă în inimă si nici o sectă nu poate lua asta de la 
tine. 

D.V. — Ce poziţie trebuie să luăm fata de show- 
urile și evanghelizările de pe stadioanele din Româ- 
nia, să răspundem cu aceeași monedă, făcând și noi 
la fel? 

P.G. — Ca creştini ortodocși, singurul motiv pen- 
tru care ne schimbăm este pentru a rămâne aceiași. 
Aduceţi-vă aminte din cartea Faptele Apostoilor ca 
erau multi propovăduitori care au plecat să predice 
Evanghelia. Chiar mai aproape de noi, în secolul al 
XIX-lea, Episcopul Nicolae al Japoniei a chemat în 
jurul lui mai multe sute de predicatori laici, pe care 
i-a instruit în credința adevărată și i-a trimis să 
predice tuturor celor din jur Evanghelia creștină. 

Cu sinceritate vă spun, dacă aș fi un conducător 
al Bisericii Ortodoxe, aici în România, aș face exact 
același lucru. Cred că avem nevoie de un întreg grup 
de evangheliști în sânul Bisericii Ortodoxe, care să 
predice cu mult curaj, în toate satele și orașele, 
Evanghelia. 

D.V. — Mircea Vulcănescu, om de stat și scrii- 
tor, fervent ortodox, mort în închisorile comuniste, 
afirma că intelectualii se apropie mai ușor de pro- 
testantism pentru că este mai comod, mai pe placul 
lor, mai lipsit de jertfă. Ca unul care ati fost protes- 
tant, ati remarcat aceasta atitudine în sânul 
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intelectualitatii? 

P.G. — O să vă aduceţi aminte de cuvintele Sfân- 
tului Apostol Pavel: ** Unde este înțeleptul, unde 
este cărturarul, unde este cercetătorul acestui veac. 
Au n'a dovedit Dumnezeu nebună înţelepciunea lu- 
mii acesteia (I Cor. 1, 20). Pavel însuși a fost un in- 
telectual, dar a fost smerit de Dumnezeu. 

Părerea mea este că oamenii educati, cei foarte 
educați au tentatia să caute erezia, dizidenta, din 
cauza mândriei pe care o au, asociată cu eruditia lor. 
Dar oamenii simpli sunt cei care în simplitatea lor 
ascultă Evanghelia si se pocăiesc și pocăindu-se cred 
mai mult în ea si în lisus Hristos. 

D.O. — Ceea ce mă sperie cel mai mult este un 
cuvânt al Sfântului Apostol Pavel: ‘‘Caci cuvântul 
Crucii, pentru cel ce piere este nebunie; iar pentru 
noi cei ce ne mantuim, este puterea lui Dumnezeu.” 
(I Cor. 1, 18). Nu poţi să ai doar o relaţie intelectuală 
cu Dumnezeu; și pentru orice relație trebuie să dai 
ceva în schimb, trebuie să plătești. Calea credinţei 
ortodoxe este fără nici o îndoială o luptă, nu este ceva 
prin care noi intelectualii îl acceptăm pe Hristos, este 
o viata de rugăciuni, de sacrificii. Intelectualii pot 
să gândească mult despre Dumnezeu, dar nu este 
suficient, trebuie să se jertfească pe ei înșiși. De 2000 
de ani Biserica noastră a avut foarte multi martiri 
care s'au sacrificat pentru Hristos și, fără să zicem 
prea mult rău despre neo-protestanti, au avut si ei 
câțiva martiri dar foarte puţini, iar Ortodoxia 
continuă să crească sfinții. 

P.G. — lisus a spus că intelectualii, sau oricine 
altcineva, pot să devină creştini adevărați, numai pe 
o singură cale: să redevină ca niște copii. Aceasta 
este mult mai ușor entru țărani decât pentru intelec- 
tuali. 

D.V. — Cum ati primit învăţătura despe Sfânta 
Traditie, binestiind că sectele neo-protestante o res- 
ping in bloc? 

P.G. — Scriptura face distinctie intre traditia 
oamenilor si cea a lui Dumnezeu. Mantuitorul 
condamnă tradiția oamenilor (Marcu VII, 8 s.u.), 
dar Sfântul Pavel îi spune lui Timotei: ‘“Tine drep- 
tarul cuvintelor sănătoase pe care l-ai auzit de la mine 
(II Timotei 1, 13: I Timotei VI, 20). De aceea noi 
creştinii suntem chemaţi să respingem tradițiile in- 
ventate de oameni sau anumite interpretări greșite 
ale Sfintei Scripturi, dar să ţinem cu multă, multă 
grijă tradiţiile lui Dumnezeu, care au fost descoperite 
în Noul Testament și au fost interpretate de Biserică. 


D.V. — Ce părere aveţi de mișcarea ecumenică 
și cum credeţi că ar fi posibilă unitatea Bisericii? 
P.G. — Intrebarea este foarte dificilă. 


Cont. la pag. 22 
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EI SUNT CEI CARE TREBUIE ... 
Cont. de la pag. 21 


Eu sunt membru în Consiliul Bisericilor din 
America și noi spunem că acest Consiliu este o pungă 
plină cu tot felul de lucruri. Cred că aspectul pozitiv 
al acestor mişcări este că ne dă șansa să cunoaștem 
mulţi oameni, pe care altfel n-am avea cum să-i 
cunoaștem, și să discutăm cu ei ca să aducem 
mărturie despre Hristos si credința Sa adevărată. 

O convertire însă a acestor grupări neo-protestante 
numai o mare minune dumnezeiască, la nivel cos- 
mic, ar putea face-o. 

D.O. — Sunt de acord cu părintele Peter ca ar 
trebuie o minune extraordinară pentru această uni- 
tate, ceea ce mă îngrijorează foarte mult este 
atitudinea negativă care se creiază între secte și 
Biserică. Când am plecat din Biserica Penticostală 
s'a creat o oarecare problemă în spatele meu. Dar 
prin darul lui Dumnezeu, această problemă mi s'a 
luat de pe umeri. Sunt în stare să-i iubesc pe acești 
oameni, dar unitatea credinţei noastre nu poate să 
fie decât în Potir. Poate că-i iubesc, și știu că-i iubesc 
pe aceşti oameni foarte mult, dar nu voi compro- 
mite niciodată Sfântul Potir; asa că în realitate va 
râmâne o diviziune permanentă. Dar, în ciuda 
tuturor acestor lucruri, noi trebuie să ne iubim. 

P.G. — Este foarte important să nu uităm faptul 
că Ortodoxia nu a plecat de la Roma, ci dimpotrivă 
Roma si protestantismul au plecat de la Biserica 
Ortodoxă şi, oricât ar fi de dificil, ei sunt cei care 
trebule să se întoarcă acasă. Dar pentru așa ceva este 
nevoie de multă smerenie și capacitatea de a admite 
că ai greșit și că te-ai îndepărtat de adevărata 
credinţă. 

Și nu spun asta cu mândrie, pentru că toți trebuie 
să ne smerim, ci pentru că părintele David şi cu 
mine, și noi a trebuit să ne plecăm genunchii către 
Sfânta Maică a Ortodoxiei și să admitem că și noi 
am fost oi plecate din turma lui Hristos. Și nu voi 
cere fratelui meu Romano-catolic sau protestant să 
facă ceva ce nu am făcut noi înșine. 

D.V. — Cum se vedea înainte Biserica Ortodoxă 
de pe poziţia de pastor si cum se vede azi Cultul neo- 
protestant prin ochii preotului ortodox? 

P.G. — Pentru că pe vremea când eram pastor 
evanghelist nu cunoșteam Biserica Ortodoxă, voi 
încerca să răspund prin ochii unui fost coleg. 

După ce am devenit preot, l-am dus la o biserică 
ortodoxă la Sfânta Liturghie, apoi l-am întrebat ce 
a simțit și mi-a spus că sunt trei motive pentru care 
i se pare dificil să accepte învățătura ortodoxă. 

Mai întâi, pentru că este foarte complicată. Am 
aproape 50 de ani, a răspuns acel om, și nu cred să 
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mai am timpul necesar în viata pe care o mai am, 
să învăţ această credinţă. 

Apoi, pentru că este prea străină pentru mine. Nu | 
mi se pare normal ca eu, un american să devin parte : 
din ea. 

În al treilea rând, pentru că îmi pare prea romano: : 
catolic. SI 

Care sunt răspunsurile la aceste întrebări? Întâi, , 
pentru a înţelege Ortodoxia trebuie să începi cu per- - 
soana lui lisus Hristos, Dumnezeu cel întrupat. . 
După ce înţelegi Întruparea, că Dumnezeu a luat! 
trupul nostru omenesc, în pântecele Fecioarei Ma- - 
ria pentru mântuirea noastră, atunci celelalte parti i 
din Ortodoxie, care par atât de complicate, o să fie 
foarte limpezi. 

În al doilea rând. Desigur că Biserica Ortodoxă 
este străină, dar numai ca reprezentare a diferitelor 
naţiuni, dar noi, ne închinăm într'o împărăție 
spirituală a Sa. Motivul pentru care Sfânta Litur- 
ghie apare ca străină pentru un protestant este pen- 
tru că ea este din cer şi nu de pe pământ și nu este 
doar cultul oamenilor, ci și al îngerilor. 

lar motivul pentru care pare atât de romano- 
catolică este tocmai faptul că Ortodoxia și Romano- 
Catolicismul au avut multe lucruri comune. Biseri- 
ca Ortodoxă nu a adăugat atâtea lucruri noi ca Bi- 
serica Romano-Catolică care a adăugat un strat gros 
de dogme şi inovaţii peste ceea ce fusese inițial. De 
aceea Ortodoxia este puritatea credinței apostolice. 

Eu spun că aceste obiectiuni sunt nu numai al 
acelui prieten al meu, dar ele sunt obișnuite și pen- 
tru oricare alt om, şi noi, ca ortodocși, trebuie s 
recunoaștem răspunsurile pe care eu tocmai a 
încercat să le dau. 

D.O. — Ca preot ortodox îi vad pe protestanți! 
ca nişte frați despartiti de noi, și dacă Dumneze 
ne ajută si vom intra în Împărăţia Cerurilor, acol 
ei își vor da seama cu multă surprindere că, la fek 
ca acolo, ne-am închinat și noi pe pământ. Ortodoxi 
practică cultul divin de fiecare dată când se slujeșt 
Sfânta Liturghie. Atunci când protestanții particip 
la actul lor liturgic, ei speră să vadă Cerul; un orto- 
dox participând la Sfânta Liturghie are Cerul su 
ochi. Tot ce pot să spun este că ei trebuie să se 
pregătească si să accepte adevăratul cult, care este 
Ortodoxia. 

P.G. — Am un prieten foarte bun, care este fiu 
unuia dintre cei mai mari teologi neo-protestanti. 
In urmă cu câțiva ani tatăl său a murit şi eu sunt 
convins că s'a dus în Ceruri pentru că l-a iubit foarte 
mult pe Dumnezeu, din toată inima lui, așa cum știz 
el. Anul trecut, fiul lui s'a convertit la Ortodoxie și 
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ădejdea este la Domnul nostru lisus Hristos, 

căruia ne rugăm cu Psalmistul: ““Păzeşte-mă, 

Dumnezeule, că în Tine nădăjduiesc” 
(Psalm 16:1). 

Sf. Apostol Pavel rânduie nădejdea împreună cu 
dragostea și credința ca fiind cele trei virtuţi care “ 
rămân”! (I Cor. 13:13). Aceste virtuți trebuie să le aibe 
orice creștin, fiindcă ne sunt necesare în procesul mân- 
tuirii noastre. 

APOSTOLII IUDA SI PETRU, 
DOUA EXEMPLE OPUSE 

Apostolul căzut Iuda și Sf. Apostol Petru ni se oferă 
ca două exemple din care putem înțelege valoarea 
nădejdii creștine atât pentru mântuirea noastră, adică 
pentru viata de apoi, cât si pentru viata de aici. 

Vânzătorul luda reprezintă exemplul negativ, dus 
până la extremă. luda a trădat și vândut pe Mântuitorul 
nostru pentru treizeci de arginti. Când Mântuitorul a 
fost prins, schingiuit și i se pregătea moartea, luda si- 
a dat seama de greșeala făcută și a plâns. Regretul faptei 
împlinite însă nu l-a întors la lisus, ci l-a dus la dis- 
perare şi, pănă la urmă, el și-a luat singur viata. El 
a săvârșit păcatul cel mare împotriva nădejdii, când 
şi-a pierdut încrederea în Dumnezeu. Ca un om fără 
nădejde, luda nu s'a întors la Domnul cu pocăință. 

Așadar, păcatul lui Iuda, care l-a dus la pierderea 
| mântuirii sale nu a fost atât vânzarea Domnului, cât 
| a fost lipsa nădejdii și încrederii că Domnul este iertător 
şi iartă. Dacă luda asculta de Domnul care a spus: “* 
cere si ti se va da!" (Matei 7:7), nu și-ar fi luat viata 
pierzându-și astfel sufletul pentru veșnicie. 

Sf. Apostol Petru, la rândul său, a negat pe Dom- 
nul lisus de trei ori, precum Domnul l-a avertizat că 
o va face. Când și-a dat seama de greșeala făcută, Sf. 
Petru s'a întors la Domnul cu pocăință. El nu și-a pier- 
dut nădejdea sau încrederea în Domnul. lar Domnul 
l-a primit pe el si l-a făcut unul dintre cei mai mari 
sfinți ai Bisericii Sale. Prin aceasta, Sf. Apostol Pavel 
rămâne exemplul superb al puterii nadejdii. 

St. Apostol Petru a avut nădejdea și încrederea în 
Domnul lisus care a spus: ““Adevărat, adevărat, vă 
spun că cine ascultă cuvintele Mele, și crede în cel ce 
ma trimis, are viata vesnica.’’ (loan 5:24). 

INVIEREA — BAZA NĂDEJDII NOASTRE 

Sf. Apostol Petru spune: ““Binecuvântat să ne fie 
"Dumnezeu 'Tatăl Domnului nostru lisus Hristos care 

„. ne-a născut din nou într'o nădejde vie prin In- 

vierea lui lisus Hristos din morţi.” (I Petru 1:3). 
Nădejdea noastră este deci dorința puternică de a 
ajunge în deplină comuniune cu Dumnezeu întru 
 Impărăţia Sa, pe care o putem realiza prin învierea 
noastră. 
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VALOAREA NĂDEJDII 


Invierea Domnului este actul extraordinar al lui 
Dumnezeu, ea este temelia credinței noastre. Sf. 
Apostol Pavel a spus: ‘‘Fara de Invierea lui Hristos 
credința noastră zadarnică este.’’ Invierea Domnului 
este actul eschatologic din istoria sfântă a mântuirii pe 
care se bazează si nădejdea noastră (Vezi Rom. 5:1- 
9). In acest context, Sf. Apostol Pavel spune ““că in 
nădejdea aceasta noi ne-am mAantuit.’’ (Rom. 8:24). 

Legătura nădejdii noastre cu Domnul nostru lisus 
Hristos și mântuirea care vine prin El, cel înviat din 
morți, face pe Sf. Apostol Petru să ne îndemne: ‘‘ 
puneti-va toată nădejdea în harul, care va fi adus, la 
arătarea lui lisus Hristos (la a doua Lui venire n.n.).”’ 
(| Betta) e 13) 

BINEFACERILE NĂDEJDII CREȘTINE 


Sf. Apostol Pavel în Epistola sa către Evrei descrie 
nădejdea ca fiind ““ancora sufletelor noastre” (Evrei 
6:18 u), și ne îndeamnă să avem ‘‘o nădejde tare și 
neclintită”” (Evrei 6:19), care să ne petreacă până la 
sfârșit, adică până la obţinerea mântuirii sufletelor noas- 
tre: 

Nădejdea este importantă si pentru viata de aici. 
Intelegand acest lucru, Sf. Apostol Iacov da ca exemplu 
al nădejdii pe plugarul care lucrează câmpul. ‘‘Fiti dar 
— îndeamnă Sf. Părinte — îndelung răbdători, fraților 
până la venirea Domnului. lată că plugarul așteaptă 
(cu nădejde puternică n.n.) roada scumpă a pământului 
$1 0 aşteaptă cu răbdare, până primește ploaie timpurie 
şi târzie. Fiţi și voi îndelung răbdători, intariti-va ini- 
mile, căci venirea Domnului este aproape.’’ (Iacov 
Ş16). 

Precum plugarul își lucrează cu nădejde pământul 
lui, la fel și noi trebuie să lucrăm, cu nădejde vie, în 
si la viata noastră pentru o obține rodul suprem, mân- 
tuirea sufletelor. 

NĂDEJDEA SĂ NE FIE VIE 
IN NOI INTOTDEAUNA 

Din cele de mai sus, mai ales din citatele din Sf. 
Scriptură am putut vedea cât de valoroasă este nădejdea 
pentru viata noastră spirituală. Noi nu trebuie sa lip- 
sim viata noastră sau sufletele noastre de nădejde, orice 
s’ar intampla, oricat am fi gresit in lume. Pentru Iuda 
pierderea nădejdii a însemnat moartea cea veșnică, 
adică pierderea mântuirii. Dacă noi ca si luda cedăm 
neincrederii si disperării, sufletul nostru se pierde, viata 
noastră își golește înțelesul, iar vesnicia devine iadul 
pregătit celor ce se depărtează de Dumnezeu. 

Trebuie să ne aducem aminte că nu este nimic care 
să ne despartă de dragostea lui Dumnezeu. El stă la 
ușa sufletelor noastre, ca un cerșetor, bătând să-l 
deschidem, căci El din dragostea pentru noi, vrea să 
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VALOAREA NĂDEJDII 
Cont. de la pag. 23 


intre. EI şi-a dat viata pentru noi si pentru iertarea 
păcatelor noastre. EI a iertat pe vameș, pe desfrânata 
şi pe tâlharul de pe cruce. El iartă pe oricine ce cu 
pocăință se întoarce la El, ca și pe fiul cel pierdut . 
Căci Domnul este bun si iertător. 

Exemplul nădejdii tari și nezdruncinate al Sf. Apostol 
Petru trebuie să ne rămână viu în sufletele noastre și 
să zicem cu el care a cunoscut din abundență valoarea 
nădejdii creştine: ** Binecuvântat să fie Dumnezeul 
Domnului nostru lisus Hristos care ne-a născut din nou 
intr’o nădejde vie prin Invierea Sa din morți. A 


Pr. Cornel Todeasa 


AMERICANI ORTODOCȘI ÎN ROMANIA 
Cont. de la pag. 19 


învechesc şi se aruncă la gunoi. Copiii români însă au 
răbdarea si calitatea de a sta ore întregi în picioare $1 
a asculta rugăciuni, ceea ce în America nici oamenii 
bătrâni nu au. ‘‘As vrea să am în parohia mea din 
America copii ca voi,” le spune Fr. John copiilor din 
Cluj. 

In concluzie, cruciade ortodoxe de acest fel în Româ- 
nia sunt necesare. Insă nu trebue supraevaluat pericolul 
protestantismului american în România. Românul este 
înțelept: mănâncă șocolata, pune dolarul în buzunar, 
mestecă guma care i se dă și stă acasă, sau se duce 
numai odată, din curiozitate. Anul acesta la 15 Au- 
gust, Penticostalii Americani, au trebuit să închidă 
conferinţa lor pe un stadion din Timișoara, pentru că 
s'au prezentat numai 25 de persoane. 

Sectarii ingroase rândurile cu ignoranti. Daca în loc 
să piardă timpul în discuţii sterile cu sectantil, preoții 
ar adânci cunoștințele credincioșilor și dacă preoţii cu 
adevărat ar avea o viata morală și o trăire spirituală, 
pericolul sectar în România nu ar mai exista. “‘Nu 
pierdeţi vremea discutând cu ei,” zice Fr. Gregory 
Rogers,” sectantii vor ca voi să pierdeţi vremea. 
Adânciţi-vă în credinţa ortodoxă, iar cand sectanţii vă 
bat la ușă, spuneti-le că voi vă rugaţi pentru ei ca Dum- 
nezeu să le lumineze mintea!” 

Dar mai este ceva. Dacă Biserica Română tine în 
mânăstiri sute de maici, iar copiii din orfelinate nu au 
mângâiere și bătrânii din azile mor neingrijiti, dacă în 
fiecare parohie nu există un comitet de doamne care 
să viziteze şi să se roage cu bolnavii, când preotul este 
ocupat, dacă ortodoxia nu ia în mâini asistența socială, 
sectarii o vor lua, pentru că aceasta este arma lor cea 
mai puternică. In România se deschid multe şcoli 
teologice, se construiesc ziduri de mânăstiri şi biseri- 
ci, însă “iubirea de aproapele”” nu poate rămâne un 
cuvânt abstract. 

Arhim. Roman Braga 


24 RUGATI-VA PENTRU O ROMÂNIE LIBERĂ ȘI PACE ÎN LUME 


EI SUNT CEI CARE TREBUIE 


Cont. de la pag. 22 | 
plânge toată ziua că tatăl lui nu este în Ceruri, pentru | 


că n'a cunoscut Ortodoxia. I-am spus: ““Dimpotri Vea | 
A »| 4 x 99) 
bucură-te! Este în ceruri chiar daca nu este ortodox. 


D.V. — Dar Sfantul Ciprian zice: ‘‘In afara de: 
Biserică nu este mantuire.”’ 
P.G. — Da, ştiu. Dar ca ortodocși trebuie să spu-: 


nem unde este Biserica dar nu putem spune unde nu: 
este. 

Foarte multi oameni au inimă ortodoxă, chiar dacă: 
nu-și dau seama, iar datoria noastră este să-i chemăm: 
pe aceşti oameni acasă. Eu sunt absolut convins că dacă! 
acest om ar fi auzit Evanghelia din partea Bisericii Or-: 
todoxe el ar fi devenit ortodox, cum s'a întâmplat cu: 
fiul său. 

D.V. Ce le recomandati credincioșilor și chiar! 
preoților si lerarhilor nostri. 

P.G. — Bine’nteles că nu am eu căderea să-i învăţ! 
pe alti preoţi, pentru că fata de ei eu sunt mai tânăr! 
în Biserica Ortodoxă. Dar totuși, dacă aș da un răspuns: 
este: mai multă îndeletnicire cu studiul Sfintei Scrip-. 
turi si mai ales o mai deasă împărtășanie si desigur 
spovedanie. Numai acolo, în Potirul lui Hristos este: 
unitatea și puterea noastră. 

D.V. — Vă mulțumesc. 

Mulţumesc Părintelui Dan Suciu, din Canada, care: 
i-a însoțit pe cei doi preoți si a căror interpret a fost. 9% 

Diacon Dumitru Vanca - 19 aug. 1992; 
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